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I travelled through the Eastern States for (h) to the Fremntle Municipal Council;

On motion by Mr. Smith,
cairn d.

debate ad-

hlouse ad journed at 6.15 p.m.

p ~~hizlatiue joimciL-
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The P~RESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES.

As to Government Olharges to Mani-
cipalities and Railways.

lon. A. THOMNSON' asked the Chief
Secretary:

(1) What are the terms and conditions
of control whereby electricity is supplied-

(a) to the Perth City Council;

a couple of weeks recently and everywhere,
in tramns and buses and trains, I heard
women complaining that there was no wool
except baby wool, and they wanted to know
what could be done about it. They talked
about it amongst themselves and were not
too Pleased. I know it was said that there
was to be no wool until the price went up; so
if the Honorary Minister knows anything
about the requirements of the people she
should know that women have no wool and
tire not likely to get any until something is
done about the price. If the Honorary
Minister is interested in the requirements of
women in this State she should bestir her-
self to see that something is done to provide
the wool that is so badly needed. I see that
the time is up, so I will not delay the House
any further. If there had not been so many
initerjections I might have finished earlier.

(c) (i) Tramaways-0.85d.; (ii) Midlandl
Junction Workshops--O.Sd.

(3) The Electricity Commission hits only
controlled electricity supply over the last
two years. Owing to Variations in load
factor, varying efficiency of tile generators
at East Perth, and varying lengths of trans-
mission mains it is not practicable to make
an accurate estimate of the losses incurred
as between these three supplies.

The approximate working losses for the
two years in supplying electricity to the
three bodies total around £90,000.

Papers.-The Act No. 34 of 1913 and the
agreement, referred to in (1) (a) and (1)
(b) above, were laid on, the Table.

(e) to the Commissioner of Railways?

(2) What is the price per unit?

( '3) What is the total accumulated loss
sustained by the Government in supplying
electricity to these bodies since the incep-
tion of these contracts or agreement-!

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) (a) These are set out in the st'hedule
to Act No. :34 of 191:3, copy attached.
Aareement wvas for 50 years terminating, in
11)113. Mlaximnum rate chargeable 0.75d. per
k.w.h.

0I) Terms and conditions of cojntrol
whereb 'y electricity is suplie~ld to t4- Fre-
auntle Municipal Tramways and Electric

Lighting Board (not to the F'rem~antle lii-
ia Council) are as set out in an agree-

went between the Premier and tin, ('urn
mosioner of Railways on the one part and
the board on the other. ('opy of agreement
attached. Term 25 years with right of re'-
newal for further 25 years. Terminates
19661. Maximum rate chargeable 0.85d. l)ei
k.w.h.

(c) No special agreement exists betwveen
the Electricity Commission and the Coam-
missioner of Railways regarding electricity
.supply. The conditions rcgardirg price are
shown in reply to question (2).

(2) (a) 0.75d.

(b) Fremantle Municipal Tramways and
Fl'ectric Lighting Board 0.85d.
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HOUSING.

As to Number and Cost of Homes Built.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM asked
the Chief Secretary:

(1) What was the number of houses, and
eost of same, built by the Housing Com-
mission for the year 1947-48f

(2) What wvas the number built by pri-
vate contractors for the Housing Commis-
sion for the same period, and what was the
total cost?

The CHIfEF SECRETARY replied:
(1) No houses have been built with lab-

ouir provided by the State Housing Com-
ifIssion.

(2) The Public Works Department, how-.
vver, undertakes a programme of home con-
struction for the State Housing Commis-
sionl and during the year completed 178
honme,; at an estimated cost of £C223,000.
Final figures; are not yet available.

Hon. 0. Fraser: That answer is only
evading the question.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Sixth Day.

lDehate resumed from the 4th August.

HON. H. K. WATSON (-Metropolitan)
[4.391: In supporting the motion for the
adoption of the Addrcss-in-rcply, I should
like t o thank you, Mr. President, and other
members for their congratnlations on my
election to this House. I also wish to ex-
press my keen appreciation of the many
kindnes9ses and courtesies that all members
have shown me since my election. Although
I am a very new member, I do not feel a
complete stranger here, for in this House
I have some very old personal friends-
personal friends; with whom I have, over a
period of 20 years, had some really good
political fights, sometimes with them and
sometimes against them. Seven years ago
I engaged in a friendly contest with my
colleague, Dr. Hislop, for the then by-elec-
tion for the Metropolitan Province and,
a4fter leading on six counts, I finally lost
the seat to him by one votd. On that occa-
sion, the House gained a very able and
industrious member, and my entrance here
was delayed for seven years.

The Honorary Minister: Do not forget
the fight we had for secession.

Hon. ff. K. WATSON: Yes, we bad a
good fight in 1934.

Hon. 0. W. Miles: That was when he
was up against some of his friends.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I would like to
convey my congratulations also to Sir
Frank Gibson and Sir Charles Latham on
the honour which has been bestowed upon
them by His Majesty the King. Sir Frank
and myself once engaged in an election con-
test-a three-cornered contest-with our
mnutual friend, the late John Curtin. That
was for the Fre mantle Federal seat, which
wtas won by John Curtin. Sir Frank prob-
ably shares my lack of enthusiasm for the
fact that we are *both 20 years older than
when that eontes6 took place.

As to Sir Charles Lat ham, I have not
hud an actual contest with him, but I think
he has a sneaking personal regard for me,
and an undying debt of gratitude to me for
having saved, him fromi himself at the refer-
endum in 1937 when he was in favour and
I was against the proposals then brought
down by the Commonwealth Government to
amend the Constitution hy giving the Corn-
monwealth Government power over avia-
tion a-nd to exempt from the provisions of
Section 92 of the Constitution any mnarket-
ing laws brought down by the Federal Par-
liamnent. Looking back on that particular
event, I am prompted to observe that if
Sir Charles's view had prevailed on that
occasion 'we would have had only one air-
line in Australia today-and that would not
have been the A.NA.-and I am afraid that
Mr. Pollard -would have had our own Min-
ister for Agriculture and the farmers of
Western Australia just where he wanted
them.

The Honorary Minister: He has nearly
got the wheatgrowers now.

Hon. H. K WATSON: I agre s How-
ever, my oldest assoeiation with a member
of this House goes hack to 1916 when Hon.
0. Fraser and myself were engaged in the
road transport industry in IPrernan tie. I
used to push a telegraph messenger's bike
and he pushed' a letter carrier's 'bike; and I
have the happiest recollections of my as-
sociation with him right from those days.
Both of us-and indeed many other mem-
bers of this House-matriculated in the
school of experience and graduated in the
University of life, and I think that fact as-
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sists us in giving the lie direct to the sug-
gestions which we sometimes hear that this
is a h~ouse of reaction and that its franchise
is undemocratic. I disagree entirely with
that view. I believe that the franchise of
this House is a very liberal one and that the
House is a most democratic institution.

Let me say that I enter the House under
no illusions at all. I do not expect to put
a girdle round the earth in ten minutes; but
I say this: So far as in me lies, it will be
my endeavour, for so long- as I may he per-
miltedl by the grace of Providence and the
electors and the redistribution commission-
ers, always to make an intelligent contribu-
tion to the deliberations of this Chamber.
We learned froni the Lieut.-Governor .s
Speech of the projected visit of THis Majesty
the Kin, I Understand it has been ar-
ranged that the Kin.- will open a session of
the Coninonueaith Parliament. That is
most fitting. But since Australia is a Fed-
ci-atiun-at any rate, we still 4lave control
over rents and prices! I submit it would be
quite fitting, too, that during his Visit to
Western Australia, arrangements should be
made for His Majesty to open a session of
the Parliament of Western Australia.

The qulestion is, in my opinion, one of
great constitutional significance as wvell as
precedent. it is one of the few constitu-
tional functions now exercised by OUr eon-
stitutional monarch and I suggest it is a
function which should take pride of place
in every State. But I afl primarily con-
cerned with Western Australia, and I trust
that His Majesty's Government in Western
Australia has made or will consider making
arrangements of the nature I have indicated.

I want to congratulate the Government on
its fine record of achievement during the
past year in the many directions which have
been touched upon in His Excellency's
Speech. I trust it will not be too long
before I can offer congratulations on the
disposal to private industry of State hotels
and a host of other industrial concerns that
form no part of a Government's activities.
I hope also the Government's role as land-
lord will be contracted to zero as soon as
possible. I am concerncd at the very heavy
demands which have fallen upon the time
and the health and the energy of Ministers
in recent years. I feel this is largely due
to the functions of government being clut-
tered and clogged up with all those unneces-

sary and in most cases losing propositionp
in industry. It seems to me that we have
lost sight of the truth that polities is the
art of government and not the science of
administration. The Government's business
is to govern the country and not to ItoL
run the Country.V

The running, of the country-bc it the
mining of coal or the tilling of the soil, the
l)uilding of houses, the making- of bricks or
the Trning of omnibuses or furniture vans,
-may ivYell be left to the private enterprise,
initiative and industry of the 500,000 Pe(ople
in Western Australia. I am a believer in
production for profit. The slogan of "Pr''-
duction for use and not profit" implies, the
absurdity that what is produced for pmrlit
does not go into use. Nothing eould be
more ridiculous. One sure way to increase
production arid assist in satisfyiug the
needs of the community is to produve fin.
profit. T suggest that if we tamper wvith the,
profit mnotive, we injure the moainsprintr .,f
plroduction.

I am opposed to government ownershili
of industry, nationalisation, socialisation or
whatever else it may be called, for two
reasons. Firstly' , it is very necessary and de-
sirable that as few persons as lrnssille
should be on the government payroll. We
don not want a community of government
employees for that, I believe, is the 1tuivke4
and surest method of comnpletely sapping
the fibre of our national life. JTohni Stuart
Mill, in his monumental essay on "Liberty,"
written one hundred years ago, expresseti
that thought and its consequenves this
way-

The public, expecting everything to be done
for them by the State, or at least to do noa-
thing for tliemselves without asking from the
State not only leave to do it but eveni how it
is to be done, naturally hold the State re-
sponsible for all the evil that befalls them.

The second reason why I am opposied to
the Government interfering in industry is
that it almost invariably breeds inelieienev
and results in heavy losses to the people.
The Government's intention wvith respect to
price control has been broadly referred to
in His Excellency's Speech, wherein we
have been informed that consideration j"

being given to the systema of price-fixing
with a view to achieving greater simplicity.
It is also intended to relax controls in suit-
able cases as rapidly as circumstances per-
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mit. I sincerely trust that the legislation
which is to be brought down with respect to
price control and also the control of land
sales will not merely represent re-enactment
of the existing Commonwealth legislation
regarding these matters but that it will be
legislation in which we will find all the irk-
some, cumbersome and repressive provisions
of the existing controls removed. In the in-
terests of our mining and other industries
in this State, I feel that the capital issues
control is another matter which might well
lie returned to the States, where it right-
fully belongs. I feel, too, that the policy and
administration of liquid fuel control should
he completely vested in Western Australia.

From time to time we hear adverse criti-
cism of parliamentarians. Some simipletons
seem to think that a parliamentarian's duties
and the time he devotes to them, begin
,and end with the sitting of the House.
Members know that that is not so and that
the time they spend in the House represents
only a fraction of that which they have to
devote to their parliamentary duties, if they
are going to discharge them in a thorough
and efficient manner. During this prespent
session we have had presented to us dozens
of reports, such as the reports of the Royal
Commissions on Hfousing, Railways and 'Milk
and other reports too numerous to mention,
but reference to which covers some four or
five foolscap, pages in the minutes of the
proceedings of this House. That, I consider,
is one angle to which the public should give
full consideration on any occasion when they
are inclined to criticise members of Parlia-
ment for the apparently short time in
which they are engaged in their activities.

We have before. uts the report of the
Royal Commissioner on the milk indiutry.
I prefer to devote more time to the study of
that report before expressi ng any opinion
on the price of milk which, judging by re-
cent events, appears to be causing dissatis-
faction in certain sections of the industry,'
but I do desire to offer some comment on a
few of the recommendations which have
been made. One of the recommendations is
that consideration should be given to the
vesting in the Milk Hoard of the control of
milk. I trust that the Government will take
no action in that direction because I (10 not
want to see milk, or any other commodity,
nationalised, or, its control vested in any

board. I feel that what is required is not to
enlarge the activities of these boards but
to get rid of as many of them as we can,
and let nature take its course.

Another recommendation on this subject
is that consideration should be given to a
scheme whereby mill offal can be made
available to producers as a first priority
over the supply to manufacturers of pre-
pared stock foods. I confess I am nahle
to see any sense in that recommendation.
The pre-war production of bran and pol-
lard in Western Australia was uinder 50,-
000 tons per annum. Today it is over 70,000
tons per annum. That probably represents
the maximum production possible. Notwith-
standing this, howvever, the demand for mill
offal -still considerably exceeds the supply,
and that is not to be wondered at when it
is remembered that by Commonwealth pol-
icy the price of mill offal has been kept at a
very low level. It has really been kept at a
false figure. At the moment, the price of
bran and pollard compared with the cost of
other stockfoods is as followvs:

Brasa and pollard-e7 17s. 3d. per 2,000 lbs.
Wheat (ungristed)-fLO 8s. 4d.
Oats (ungristed)-9I0 12s. Gd.
Hon. A. L. Loton: Do those last figures

relate to 2,000 Ibs?

Hon. H. K. WATSON: Yes. The re-
mraining figures are as follows:-

Barley (ungristed)-12.
Manufactured stockfoods-Z11 to Ell 10s.

Incidentally, the price of mill offal in other
countries is considerably higher- The prices
are-

United States of America - 22
Canada .. 1 . . 16
Argentine .. - - 12

And these prices are against our price of
under £8! Foreign millers thus have a dis-
tinct advantage over our millers in the com-
petitive field of flour exports. With such a
good price for offal they can undersell our
millers in the export flour trade, and it
should be borne in mind that if our millers
are unable to compete in the export trade,
that in turn will reduce flour production in
this State, with a consequential reduction in
the output of mill offal. In New Zea-
land mill offals are not available as such,
but are compounded with other foods.

Throughiout the world, this course is fol-
lowed, and bran and pollard is used as a
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basic ration in balanced stockfoods. By
this method the supply is increased by from
40 to 50 per cent. and food of a high feed-
ing value is available to users. The flour
mills will not be built for the main purpose
of increasing the suplIy of mill offal be-
yond the present capacity of the flour mill-
ing industry, and its capacity in this State,
at present is sufficient to supply the flour
needs of 2,000,000 people. In short, if bran
and pollard at present supplied to stock-
food manuifacturers for processing were di-
verted to the users ii, the dairying and
poultry industries1 the prrsent overall sup-
ply or foodstuffs available to those indus-
tries would be reduced by approximately
10,1100 tons per year-a rcsuit directly op-
posite to the desires of the Royal Commis-
sioner. It is not merely the milk producers
who have to be considered in this matter.
The poultry fanner and the pig breeders
are equally entitled to consideration.

The stock food manufacturers have the
stocks of proteinous material to draw upont
and that would not be available except for
their enterprise. To meet the feed require-
ments of the State, it is becoming recog-
nised that compounded stock foods perform
a aseful function apart from the extra teed
value, in extending the availability of
foods to meet all demands. Itt has been sug-
gested that all mill offal -should be com.-
pounded. In my view the time is hardly
ripe for the adoption of that suggestion. At
the same time if the demand for foods is
to continue upwards, the medium of supply
must be through the agency of the stock
tood manufacturers. It is also worth men-
tinning that the rationing of mill offal in
this State is conducted in a very thorough,
painstaking and conscientious manner liv
the millers themselves without the usually
curnbersom'e and costly interference by a
Government department.

I notice also that the Royal Commissioner
who dealt with the milk problem referred
to the question of road transport charges
and costs. In my view the proper and
competent authority to dleal with road trans-
port charges on milk or on any other comi-
modity is the Transport Board. Mly opinion
is, therefore, that transport- charges on
milk should he a matter for regulation hy
the Transport Board and not by the 'Milk
Board. I am mildly amazed at the faith

some of these boards have in their own
capacity and ability to regulate anything
under the sun.

The report of the Royal Commission on
Railways is also before us for considera-
tion. In addition, we have some comments
supplied, which have l)een prepared in the
nature of a reply by the Commissioner ot
Railways. It is one thing for the Royal
Commissioners to report on the c'lliency
or lack of efficiency of oor rollingstoek alil
mechanical system and on our railway sys-
temn in general, but I suiggest it is quiti
another thing when they try to give us some
ideas on the question of enlarging the ac-
tivities of our Railway DePpartment. I refer
particularly to that portion of the Royal
Comm ission's report which appeaw to
recommend that our railways should embark
on an active policy of developing road pas-
senger and goods transport.

The conduct of road transport is a highly
sperialised and diversified job. For examiple,
in the realm of private enterprise we find
that the goods operator would not think of
entering into the passenger business, lie
has his hands full attending to the hundred
nod one details of his own particular indus-
try, and it is only by careful attention to
all those details that he is able to earny on
his business efficiently and profitably. Even
in that particular section Of road transport
activities there is a limit to what enr h
satisfactorily handled by one man or one
group of men. That is why it comes about
that there arc some hundreds of goods
transport operators carrying on business in
the metropolitan area. In like manner the
passenger transport operators confine them-
selves to the carrying of passengers; and
would not think of embarking tipon the
goods section of the transport business.

There is nothing surprising about that.
It is simply the 'Old, old story of free enter-
prise on the part of any man or group of
men to render a service to the community.
provide employment for a large section of
the people and to make a profit for them-
selves. Xo-one wilt seriously suggest that the
railway administration has made a success
of the running of our railway system. Are
we, therefore, going to view with equanim-
itv the desire of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, which apparently finds support from
the Royal Commissioners, to launch in a big
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way on the highly specialised business of
road transport Y Are w~e going to risk a
capital outlay of many thousands of
pounds in buying omnibuses and motor
trucks, the operations of which wil prob-
ably increase rather than decrearse the
losses on our railway system in this State?
I certainly hope we shall not do so, particu-
larly in view of thle very serious condition
of the State's finances at the present
moment.

On page 99 of the report of the Royal
Coinnssioners o)il the railway system there
are set out various statistics relating to the
operations of the road motor services of
the South African railway system. %The
number of p)assengers carried, the tonnagre
of goods hauled and so on are shown but,
curiously enough, jn that report, which one
would expect to be of a judicial character,
there is no mention of thle revenue or ex-
penditure or of the working results of the
road transport section of the South African
railways. Such an omission prompted me
to seek farther afield for this vita) informa-
tion, and I find it anything but reassuring.

I ascertained from the last available re-
port of the General M1anager of the South
African railways-the one for the year ended
the 31st March, 1947-that for the year
1945A46 the expenditure exceeded -revenue by
£410,000 and that for the year 1946-47 the
working losses, increased to over £581,000.
It appears, therefore, that the road motor
service of the South African railways,
which we are invited to accept as a pattern
and guide for adoption in Western Aus-.
tralia, is running at an annual loss of £500,-
(h0D, plus interest. For thle year ended the
310th -June, 1q48, the working expenses of
our railways in Western Australia exceeded
the revenue by £1,127,000. Add to this the
interest bill of £1,100,000, andi we see that
last year the railways of this State sus-
tained a loss of £2,227,000.

It is clear front thle report of the Royal
Commission aild the comments thereon hy
the Commissioneir of Railways, that over
,a period of at least the next 10 years our
-railway administration will have its hands,
more than f ull in coping with the task of
wiping out arrears of maintenance and re-
g-enerating the system bo0th as regards
rollingstock and tracks, and at the samne
time in providing a reasonable increase in

rollingstock. Therefore for that reason
alone and (quite apart from the other
weighty considerations I have mentioned, I
trust the Government will lay it down as a
matter of policy, and. direct the Commissioner
of Railways accordingly, that the railway
administration shall confine itself to railways
and not embark upon the business of road
transport whether it be in respect of goods,
or passengers. The question of road tratns-
port in both rc~pcets could well ho left to
private enterprise. Particularly is this so in
the country districts where it would provide
another line of industry for country resi-
dents. It would, for example, furnish an
opportunity of employment for sons of
farmersi whose properties are not suflici-
ently large to provide work for all those
son; on the farina.

I turn now to Our Government tramways,
trolleYbuses and Omnibuses in thle mevtro-
politan area. Last year their working ex-
penses totalled £672,000 and their revenue
£509,000. They thus showed a loss of £63,000,
plus interest £C48,000, mnaking the total
loss for thle year £111,000. The privately
owned buses in the metropolitan area had
a gross revenue of between £500,000 and
£000,000-a gross revenue similar to that
of the tramways. Out of the gross earnings
of the private buses the Government collects
a license, fee of six per cent. of the gross.
takings. that represents something. over
£:30,000 a year to the Government. While
paying thant tribute to the Government, the
privately-owned buses still return a profit
to the owners. That return to the Govern-
ment is obtained without the outlay of any
calpital at all on its part.

As. I have mentioned, the gross revenue
Of the privately-owned buses is about equal
to the gross revenue of the government
tram'ways and yet the former after pirovid-
ing the Government with a clear profit of
over £Z30,000 a year, can be run successfully
-while the government-owvned service made

loss of C111,000 for the year.Fo ths

facts I suggest it would appear to he a
good proposition for the Goveron~nt tto cut
it,; losses and save the outlay of much fresh
additional capital expenditure by restricting
its own services and allowing private en-
terprise to expand on a basis which will en-
sure the Government a certain profit of six
per cent, on the gross takings of the
privately-owned hoses.
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The financial results of the State's opera- devil of a mess. The fact is that by delibec-
lions for the year ended the 30th June,
1948, afford an immediate indication of the
grave financial position of our State and of
the problems wvhieh beset the Government
in its strenuous endeavours to discharge its
great constitutional obligations. There is,
of course, no mystery as to why the fin-
ancial resources available to the State are
totally inadequate to its requirements. In a
word, the trouble lies in the utter disequilib-
rium of our Federal and State financial re-
lations. This is a subject and a problem
which on the one hand is hoary with age
and Yet, on the other band, is a very our-
rent problem. It is one which must en-
gage the very serious attention of members
in the immediate future. I say it is an 01(1
problem, because my first connection with
it was with three very distinguished gentle-
men who at one time or another were mem-
bers of this House, and, indeed, representa-
tives for the province which it is nowv my
duty to serve. I refer to the late Hlon. A.
Lovekin, the late H~on. J. 'Nicholson and Sir
Ifal Colebatch.

In 1927-28, the four of us found ourselves
fighting the Financial Agreement which
was brought before the people at that par-
ticular time. This disequilibrium has been
brought about by the action of successive
Commonwealth Governments, by a series of
onslaughts by successiv 'e Commonwealth
Governments upon the financial resources of
the States. These successive onslaughts were
conceived in 1902; they began to roll in 1910,
when Section 87 of the Constitution was
rendered inoperative; they were renewed in
earnest with the Financial Agreement in
1921; and they culminated in uniform taxa-
tion in 1942. These onslaughts have rocked
the States to their financial, constitutional,
political and economic foundations. These
inveterate planners and schemers for unifi-
cation were not confined to any particular
party in the Federal sphere. Some of themi
dwelt in the tents of the non-Labour ]parties,
while others were to be found in the taber-
nacles of the Labour Party.

It was in 1927 that the Bruce-Page Gov-
ernment breached the reservoir of the
States' finances and it was the Curtin-
Chifley Government which demolished them
in 1912. It has been suggested that if the
State had returned to it its pre-war taxing
rights, Western Australia would be in one

ate Commonwealth action, our State's tinl-
anees were already in one devil of a mess, to
use a current phrase recently coined by the
Leader of the Opposition, when our present
Government took over, and they have been
in that position for at least 20 years. MaIy
I read this statement-

We have six States, poor and needy, and
a rich bloated Commonwealth ending each
year with fat surpluses that are the sign-
amnt of bad government.H it by bit
the Federal authority is growing, at the ex-
pense of the States. We are drifting as sure
as fate towards unification. That means ruin.
This enormous country cannot be governed
from a political centre by men almost en-
tirely ignorant of conditions in far corners of
the land.

These are not my words, profoundly though
I believe them to describe the position as it
is today and as it was when the present
Government assumed office. That was a
statement made on the 28th January, 1928,
by the then Premier, Hon. P. Collier. That
was; the position in 1928. The heat wasi on
again a few years later. On the 27th
February, 1934, at a Premiers' Conference,
the following declaration was subscribed
to:-

We agree that unless unification is to be
adopted as the ultimate goal, amendment of
the Constitution is necessary to put the State
Governments in a permanently stable position.
Such amendment should secure to the Stateq
financial resources adequate to the proper dis-
charge of their constitutional functions.

Nothing came out of that resolution. The
Lyons Government proved itself bereft of
wisdom and bankrupt in statesmanship.
Then came the war, and with it the Curtin-
Chifley Governments. They were not slow
in using the exigencies of war as a cloak to
complete the financial strangulation of the
States by the uniform tax legislation. That
p~iee of legislation demonstrated that the
Commonwealth Constitution-the people's
charter-was neither fool-proof nor judge-
proof. The finances of the States were then
wvell and truly in one devil of a mess. That
Act surely and completely fulfilled the threat
or prophecy which was made by Mr. Alfred
Deakin, thrice Prime Minister of the Com-
monwealth, in a letter which appeared over
his signature in the "London Morning Post"
on the ]st April, 1902. In this letter M.%.
Deakin said-

As the power of the parse in Great Britain
established by degrees the authority of the
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to-- will nl'im-il'ev e't-b'ish in Au
tralia the authority of the Commonwealth. The
rig, ,4 o . , .- vc ! mc ii the S'ntes have
been fon lIv suppo ed to b' :ireg airded by
the tC'nmdiution, It lett them legally free,
but finacially bound to the chariot wheels of
the central (;ovi'rnint. 'rliir net wiiill b
its opportunity. The lcsc Ito, ulous w~lI first
succumb, Ihose smitten with drouzlit or similar
mirfortune will follow, and finally even tile
greatest and most prosperous will, however
reluctantly, be brought to heel. Our Constitu-
ill ma t-aen unleebut a vital elian~ge,
wilhavoten plave in the relations between

the States and the Commonwealth. The Corn-
monwealtlh wilt havea acquired a general control
over the States, while every extension of
poiticaLl power will be made by its means and
go to increase its relative superiority.

As proihesied in that letter, the less
populous States of Western Australia.
Tasmania and South Australia began to feel
the draughlt many years ago; but now%, as
also prophesied in that letter, we find the
rest yrosperous States of New touth
Wales, Victoria and Queensland, to quote
the words in the letter, have also "been
btrought to heel"; and this year I believe we
shall find all the Australian States forced to
budget for their greatest deficits since the
inauguration of Federation. On the other
hand, we find the Commonwealth Treasurer
taxing for the sake of taxing, soaking the
ri and soaking the poor, and collkcting
taxes ot £50,000,000 over and above the
extravagant estimate for which be budgeted-

In January, 1946, our then Premier (Hon.'
F. J. S. Wise) Iainchlfed a constitutional re-
formt movement, but it, too, was marked
with a vivacity of conception, apathy of
progresP and prematureness of decay, and
that ri-form. mnovement began on the day
wh4en Mr. WVise left for that particular Pre-
miers' Conference and ended on the day
when the Premiers' Conference opened and
the Prime Minister rudely dismissed the pro-
posals as being; "bloody nonsense.".A great
national questioa resolved by a public man
in the language of the public gutter!I Mr.
tWise's letter to Mr. Chifley was published
in "The West Australian" on the 17th Jan-
uary', 1946. That letter must he regarded
as a no0table contribution on the question of
the relatinashin between the Commonwealth
and the States. Tt is a matter for reeret~
that the whole of the letter was not printed
an0 published as a parliamentary paper,
but from it T would like to rend a few ex-
tratts. Tn fte ltter to the Prime M1inis-
ter 11r. Wise said this -

At the ottet I wish to state that my Govern-
nient is opposed to the continuance of', the
11'i t wit unif orm tnx system. - .. It is axiomatic
(lhnt the power to control finance is funda-

,t AiI to the power to govern, and if the
State Governments surrendter to the Common-
wealth the power to impose income tax they
lose their power to determine the economic
and Io0.tuj.h 1suieies of their States.
Later on, Yr. Wise said-

Summarised, the view of this Government is
that the right to impose income tax, which
is fundamental to thle State's existence under
Pedetation, should be returned to the States.
Hion. members may -recollect that on the
6th April last, a conference of Premiers,
convened by our present Premier (Hon. D.
R. MeLarty), was held in Perth and that it
carried a series of resolutions, two of which
were as follows:-

Th.- appointment by the Commonwealth
Government of a Royal Commission, cutapria-
lug Eve memnhers, one person nominated by the
Chief Justie of the Hfigh Court of Australia,
as chairman; two persons nominated by the
Commonwealth Government and two person.
nominated by the State Governments.

That the terms of reference to the Royal
Commission be: To examine the financial re-
lationships of the Commonwealth and the
States and to recommend what action should
be taken in order to ensure to the States the
fiance necessary to carry out their constitu-
tionsi functions.

When those resolutions reached the Prime
Minister at Canberra they, too, promptly
went into the waste paper basket. I believe
that the most unenviable position in the
wvor-Id any person could fill is that of Trea-
surer of 'Western Australia. I feel that so
long as'there is a Treasurer of Western
Australia, the profession of which my col-
lengue, Dr. Hislop, is such a distinguished
member, will never be without a patient.
I know of no quicker method to start
stomach ulcer4 than to take on the position
of Treasurer of Western Australia. We
can see how it has affected the health of
'Mr. Collier and Mr. Willeock, but it ap-
pear:; to have affected Mr. Wise somewhat
differently, because, comparing his recent
uittervnces with what he said in th letteir
I have just quoted, he seems to have suf-
fered some lapse of memory. I do feel that
when the next Slate Budget makes its ap-
pearance, most of us -will have a slight
toui~h of delayed concussion.

So it conies about that today the amount
we can spend on our great constitutional
oblitrations-polic, hospitals, public works,
and so on-is dependent on the whim and
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caprice of the Commonwealth Government.
We have the obligation, hut the revenue is
beyond our reach. The trouble is that fail-
ing direct action by the States, the remedy
can only he instituted and supplied by the
Commionwealth. The position, therefore,
cannot be imp-roved unless and until some
sanity is knocked into the Comjznonwealth
Government. It appears to me that so long
as the present Federal Administration
remains in power, the position -will simply
go from bad to worse.

But there is a ray of hope on the horizon,
for although up till recent years Federal
politicians of all parties have striven to-
wards centralised government and the con-
centration of all power at Canberra, it does
seem that the present Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, by its startling actions in recent
years, has demonstrated to the Opposition
parties in the Federal House that "the
power to do ill deeds makes ill deeds.
done." I believe that for the first time
since the inception of Federation, there has
been a sincere change of heart in the Oppo-
sition parties in the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment. They can at last see the necessity
of retracing their steps and making a really

*serious endeavour to restore the true spirit
of Federation into the Constitution, and
make our Australian Federation work usp-

*fully, effectively, peacefully and harmoni-
ously.

Since it seeing a certainty-all hon. mnem-
hers may not agree with me in this view-
that there will he a new Commonwealth
Groverpmcnt after the 1949 Federal ee-
tions, we dan do little hut wait patiently
until then. That is the one ray of hope
on the horizon. Meadwhile, I invite the
House to consider and study the inroads
which the Chifley Government has made
into the pockets of the people and the
financial resources of the State. In the
last pre-war year, 1938-39, the Common.
wealth income tax collected in Western
Australia was under £500,000. In recent
years it has been about £E10,000,000 per
annum. Members will find those figures in
the pocket year honks of Western Auir'-
tin. It is true that out of the £10,000,090
a year which the Commonwealth now ex-
torts from the people of this; State by w'v.
or inceome tax. the wholly inadequate sumn
of £E3.800.O00 is returned to the State as

* compensation for its loss of the right to
impose State income tax. Rut that still

leaves the Commonwalth with net income
tax collections of over £6,000,000 a year
as against less than £500,000 in 1938-39.

If to the £6,000,000 we add the turther
£9,000,000 a year which the Commonwealth
collects in this State from other taxation-
customs, excise, sales tax, land tax, enter-
tainments tax, gift duty and so on-that
makes £15,000,000 a year in all-as against

-a pre-war amount of £4,000,000-which the
Chifley Government extracts from the
people of this State. That £15,000,000 a
year is taken from us by the Common-
wealth, and the greater part of it is dissi-
pated in socialistic experiments or in try-
ing to buy votes by all the political three-
card tricks imaginable, and it is over and
above the E31800,0OO which is also taken by
the Cemmanwenlth from the people of this
State and returned to our State Treasury
as compensation for its loss of the right to
impose State income tax.

By all the laws of reason, justice and
common sense, the greater part of that'
taxation of £15,000,000 a year, which the
Commonwealth extracts from the People Of
this State, ought to be returned to our State
Treasury for its essential needs. But all we
get, after an annual pilgrimage to the Com-
monwealth Grants Commission, is a couple
of million pounds with, perhaps, an extra
million thrown in at the end of the year to
prevent a complete collapse of the finances
of the State. Th~re are various ways by
which the Commonwealth Government could,
and should, if it were so minded, solve the
financial problems of the States, and restore
good government throughout AAstralia.
But, as I have already indicated, the pre-
sent position is that, as a result of deliber-
ate Commonwealth action, the validity of
which has been unexpectedly upheld by the~
High Court, the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion has miserably failed to protect and
ensure the financial solvency of the States.

My proposition-which is really n-
answerable-is that the following reorgan-
isation on a threefold basis is required.
What is needed is that there should be a
joint acreement between the Commonwealth
and the States whereby it would he agreed,

gflrstly, to retore to the States their pre-war
taxing rights with the consequential under-
standing that Commonwealth income tax
would be reduced by sunch an amount that
the combined Commonwealth and State
income taxes then payable by taxpayers
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would be less than the income tax of today.
Secondly, it should he provided that alt
the States would, under Section 96 of the
Constitution, have returned to them an ade-
quate and fixed percentage of the Common-
wealth colleotions from sales tax and
customs and excise duties. After all, that
is nothing more than the procedure
envisaged by Section 87 of the Constitution
and actually employed during the first ten
years of Federation. The third point of the
agreement should -be for the making of
further additional grants by the Common-
wealth under Section 96 to Western Aus-
tralia and Tasniania and, perhaps, South
Australia, by way of compensation for the
special and acknowledged disabilities suf-
fered by such States by reason of Federa-
tion.

This proposition is by no means an un-
reasonable one. It is just as reasonable and
ought to be just as natural as the everyday
occurrence of an estate agent collecting
rents from various people and, in due
course, distributing them to their rightful
owners. In 1938-39,' the total taxes collected
by the Commonwealth throughout Australia
amounted to C74,000,000 of which £11,000,
000 was income tax. During the year just
ended the total taxes collected by the
Commonwealth were £414,000,000, of which
£E232,000,000 was income tax. On the basis
I have Just outlined, the restoration to the
States of their right to levy income tax
could he achieved without depriving tax-
payers of the convenience they have today
of making one return and receiving one
assessment notice; and without making their
combined State and Federal income tax as
high as the income tax they pay today. This
could readily be arranged in the following
manner:

(1) One assessment Act to determine the
assessable income of the taxpayer.

(2) A single return.
(3) A single collecting authority.
(4) Separate rates of tax to be levied

by the Commonwealth and by each State.
(5) Each State's tax to be levied at the

State rate appropriate to -the taxpayer's
total Australian assessable income, but only
on the income derived by him from that
particular State.

(6) The single collecting authority to de-
termine the proportion of each taxpayer's
income derived from each State.

(7) A single form of assessment to be
issued covering both Commonwealth and
States levies.

Of course, all this presupposes that there
will be found in the Commonwealth Parlia-,
went a statesman or two who wvill be capable
of dealing with this question on a national
plane and not from the angle of party poli-
tics, or power politics. As an alternative
to the first limb of the threefold proposi-
tion I have submitted, it might be arranged
for the Commonwealth to continue to be the
sole authority to impose income tax, and for
the States to get a much larger return than
they secure today. Before uniform taxa-
tion, three-quarters of th9 total income tax
collected in Australia was State income tax.
On that basis, £174,000,000 ought to have
been returned to the States out of last year's
income. tax collections of £232,000,000, but
the amount actually returned was only
£C45,000,000.

I fedl I have trespassed far too long on
the time of members, and I would like to
convey to them may appreciation of the atten-
tive hearing given me. As I have already in-
dicated the matter of the financial relations
of the Commonwealth and States is a sub-
ject oni which I have brooded and browsed
quite a lot over a period of 20 years. I am
not without hope that it will be on a policy
.something along the lines that I have in-
dicated, that the next Commonwealth Gov-
ernment will be returned to power in 1949.
Otherwise, I think it wilt be found that all
the States, through sheer necessity, will he
waging one of the most bitter fights against
the Commonwealth Government since the
inauguiration of Federation, and the States
will have to suceceed if the Australian
Federation is to be preserved and if we, as
a petllc, are going to fufl the motto
of "Advance Australia." That, I hope
wvill hecomel unnecessary if, at the
next Federal elections, there is returned
to power a Government that is anxious, wil-
link~ and prepared to treat alt the States on
the basis which I have indicated- 5 Govern-
inent that is prepared to adopt and apply
the dictum of Edmund Burke: "Mag-
nanmity in politics is not seldom the truest
wisdom: for a great country and little minds
go ill together."
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HON. A. L. LOTON ISouth-East) [5.47]:
1 congratulate you, Sir, on your re-election
as President of this Chamber. It was fitting
that you Should be elected uanimiously and
I think it was a true rewvard for the excel-
lent noinner in which you have conducted
tile business of this House. You have gi .ven
ail members fair play and I trust you will
enjoy better health this session than yon
experienced ldst year, and that members of
this Chamber wvill have you with them for
many years to ionic. To the three new
members-Hon. J1. If. A. Cunningham, Hon.
H. Hea-n and Hon. H. K. Watson-I offer
my congratulations. I trust that their so-
wourn with ius will be 'a happy one.

The nlew members are rather fortunate in
entering, this Chamber at the time they did.
They Inave come here when the proceedings
are going along simoothly; they have bail a
lot of nice things said to them and everyone
is very friendly, and thus they will get into
the routine of things with no hurly-burly of
polities. For anyone entering the Chani-
her, other than through a by-election, the
atmosphere is very different. Not that mem-
bers were unfriendly to me; far from it.
Hut when a new member arrives here he
may want to vote one way but feels hie
,should vote in another way. It takes, some
time for one to find one's feet in these eW-.
e-tmstances9. F hope the new members will
not encounter that trouble.

I am tinot -,oin- to make hay apologies to
members for calling for a ballot to elect
stanclnr, committees for this Clhamber. I
believe in the secret ballot and while it is
within myv power I will always ask for that
procedure to he adopted. I was rather sue-
prised ait the Chief Secretary-certainly out-
side this Chamber-making- an attack on me
regarding the holding of a ballot, which, in
his opinion, was a waste of time. No doubt
we all waste time in various ways. As, I said
before, while it is within my power I aml
goingr to exercise that right, regardless of
who is Chief Secretary or Leader of this
House, so long as it is laid down in Stand-
ing Orders% that a member has that right.

The first subject with which I wish to deal
is workers' compensation. I have a parti-
cular reason for taking this course. When
mne looks at the Workers' Compensation
Act one finds this long Title-

An Act to amend the Law with respect
to Comrpcosntinn to Workers for Injuries suf-
fered in the course of their employment.

That sounds very well; very broad! Then
we come to the definition of "worker''-

'-Worker'' does not include any perain
whose remuneration exceeds five 1,,adred
pounds a year, or a person whose amp ..yinent
is of a casual nature and who is (lniiloyed
otherwise than for the purpose of the em
ployer 's trade or business, or a ineutilr (if
the police force, or an outworker, ci- a iavinber
of the employer's family dwelling in his
house....

The point I wish to raise refers to the
words: "a member of the employer's
family dwelling in his house.'' I fail to
see why a member of the emiployer's family,
simply because he lives in the same dwell-
ing, should be exempt from the bene-fits of
worker's compensation, and I refer particu-
larly to the farming community. I know
something about the country areas, and for
that reason I think I am entitled to speak.
I fail to see why a member of the family
- a son, for example-is precluded from
enjoying any benefits under the Workers'
Compensation Act.

During th' w-ar years. members will re-
call that old men, boys and girls not eligible
for military service, wives of Servicemen,
all worked for the common need, the need
to produce. Yet every one of those people
was precluded fromt receiving any benefit
under the WVorkers' Compensation Act.
Where arc( there greater producers than the
people orn the land? If the son of an
emmplo ver wishes to protect himself be has
to take oat a personal insurance for sick-
ness and accident, that is, if he works or.
the propertIy of his father and lives in his
dwelling. If the son lives in a shed a few
hundrrd yards from the house, he is then
elig ihlc fro- compensation. If he goes to
w ork on his'neighhour 's farm, he is eligible
for compensation. If he is employed by a
neihbour but still works on his father's
property and lives in his father's house,
lie i. again eligible.

Thiat is one of the anomalies we have to
remedy in the Act today. It was not in-
tended to work in that way. When one
talks about the worker, it is rather interest-
ing to notice that the coalminers are ask-
ing for a shorter working week. This is
what the president of the Western District
branch of' the Miners' Federation of N S.W.
(Mr. E. Mm-ra) is reported to have said

1290



[10 Auausr, 1948.] 1291

in a Sydney newspaper, dated the 22nd
July, 1048-

That a 35-hour week for miners would:-
Stop rising discontent among miners about

the reduction of hours in other industries.
Increase production by reducing ab-

senteeism.
Bring greater stability to the industry.
Attract more men to the industry and pre-

vent the drift of miners from it.
Reduce the element of danger in mining

because miners would be less fatigued after
a shorter working week.

For anyone to believe that statement and
think that a person can be sincere in mak-
ing those remarks concerning a 36-hour
week, is beyond liy comprehension. I have
no objection to a man working a 36-hour
weak so long as he produces in that week,
but today we see men who are just killing
time during the normal working week and
w-ho then go on time-and-a-half and double
time. That is the trouble. Until something
can he done to make people work during
the honurs they oire supposed to work, I am
afraid we are going- to keep drifting and
drifting until we get in a backwash. We
ale fast approaching that stage.

We are all living in a fool's paradise.
Today the God is sport. If one goes down
to the oval on any Saturday, one sees more
people watching the gamnes than playing
them. I have no objection to sport within
reason but doa object to its being looked
upon as a God. I believe there has been
some move to set tip a Minister for Sport.
There are far more important things that
should receive attention today than to have
a Mlinisiter for Sport. Perhaps the lion-
orary Minister would care to bare that
portfolio, as it wvould he far better than his
present one of Agriculture.

Hon. E. M. Davies: He is in enough
trouble now.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I want him to get
out of some of the trouble that he thinks
he is in; I do not say that he is in trouble.
The next matter concerns the Honorary
Minister for Agriculture directly. Week
after week we see, as a result of the sales
throughout the country areas, and more par-
ticularly at Midland. Junction, the number of
heifer calves that are being slaughtered.
Early in July, on looking through one of
the "'Farm Gazettes,'' I noted that over
50 heifer calves were offered for sale. Most
of those would be slaughtered. I made it

my business to institute inquiries and I
found that in 1919 an Act was passed to
prevent the slaughtering of female calves.
Section 4 states-

No person shall, within any district,
slaughter any feamale calf! under the age of
six months, without having first obtained the
written permission of the Chief Inspector so
to do. Penalty: £10.

I know, that that has not been enforced in
my rrea. If the practice is allowed to con-
tinue: with the attractive prices for veal to-
day, we shall find, in a very short time, that
as a result of death through old age or
slaughtering, there will he no cows. I hope
the Minister will do what he can, with regard
to this matter. I know that in certain cases
it is not possible to keep the heifer calves.
A man might get outside the ordinary ratio
of oae and one. The objective is to get the
bull calves up to a certain stage, then sell
them off and keep the heifers. Today how-
ever, the attractive price for veal is the
cause of so much slaughtering. Sone of the
calves are just hit on the head at birth and
used as p1igfeed, whilst others are reared
until they are fit to sell as ve-jiers on the
market.

The Honorary Minister: Do you ever sell
ewe lambs to the butcher?

Ilon. A. L. LOTON:
Honorary Minister.

The Honorary Minister:
applicable to pigs also?

Yes, so has the

Why not make it

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I am referring to
the restriction on the slaughtering of calves.
No doubt the M1inister would also make this
apply to pigs. There was one matter men-
tioned on the opening day that I would like
to britng before the House. Sitting in my
seat, I glanced up at the public gallery and
noticed an e,-Premier, Hon. J. C. Willeock.
I co think it would be an excellent idea to
give any ex-Premier the chance of having a
sent on the floor of the House. It is a
courtesy that wve could extend to ex-Premiers
arnd it would certainly lie a commendable
gesture on future occasions.

Therm has been some talk of altering the
conditions under which books may be taken
from the parliamentary library. I do not
favour the adoption of more stringent regu-
lations, particularly as applying to country
members, who like to take out three or four
books at a time and are not always in a
position to return them within the period
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allowed. If a librarian were appointed, I cin~ematograph operators; Part IV, radio
am afraid that the library arrangements
wvould not work as smoothly as they do at
present. Whenever the Clerk of the As-
sembly, Mr. Islip, has been asked to secure
a certain book, he has always done so if the
book was available, and this procedure has
been satisfactory.

One matter that has been exercising the
minds of country members since last session
is that of water supplies for rural districts.
Last year we passed, with very little debate,
a Bill to provide the Great Southern towns
in particular with an adequate supply of
potabl.! water from Wellington Dam.' So
far, little progress has been made withi the
scheme. At a meeting held during the last
fortnigoht, the responsible Minister stated
that the agreement had not yet been ratified
by the Commonwealth. If that is so, the
announcement is rather alarming, and with-
in the next few days I shall submit a ques-
tion seeking information so that we shall
know what the actual position is.

Meetings have been held throughout the
country and the plea offered has been that
a suplIy of pipes is not available. Yet at
Mt. Vokine, in the metropolitan area, a
reservoir is being buiilt with a capacity, I
b~elieve', of 15,000,001) gallons to provide
water lor the peoplv in that area. I suppose
that Arhen the G"reat Southern wvas first set-
tled, Mit. Yukine lid not have a solitary set-
tler. Yet the p~eople of the Great Southern,
after waiting for many years, are still with-
out a supply' of water, while Mt. Yokine,
througrh plea and pressure, has been given
preference. Pipes, seem to be availalble and,
if not j'ipe , other material is, and vet
people in th" couintry are put off with shb
stuff &,boul mntejial and manpowver riot be-
in available.

I truad that before' the end of 1919, when
th lirv~cit (1 ovi-nment will bare to face

the electors, a flat rate will hare been adopt-
ed for boitha woter and electric current. There
are anenabers in this Chamber who voted
againdt a fiat rate for electricity, but if wre
cold( (bily have a division on the question
tolay, the resilt mighlt be different. Last
se'ssion, p:',rcs Of reg-ulations promulgated
by *hc Electricity 'vDpartnment under the
Electricity Act were tabled. These regula-
tions were quite voluminous. They consisted
of nine parts, as follows:-Part I, defini-
tions; Part II, electrical workers; Part III,

workers; Part V, electrical contractor's
licensing; Part VI, general regulations;
Part VII, penalties; Part VIII, supply
authority service regulations; Part IX,
overhead wiring workers-in all, 319 regu-
lations. With such a mass of restrictions,
it is difficult for John Citizen to find out
where be stands..

Ron. A. Thomson: He does not stand at
all.

Ron. A. L. LOTON: That is so. Un-
fortunately, these regulations seem to have
been drawn up mainly with the idea of
establishing a very close preserve for those
who are already in the industry as employ-
ers or workers. If any legislation ever
introduced were designed to bring about
socialisation, I believe this is it. Last ses-
sion, this House disallowed some of the
regulations, and they have again been pre-
sented in amended form, but aniended only
to the extent of inserting one word in one
paragraph or deleting one word froni an-
other paragraph. I hope that further action
will be taken in the matter of these regula-
tions. Certainly, more reason should bie
brought to bear in considering the condi-
tions governing radio workers.

I congratulate the Government on its
endeavour to retain the woollen mills in
operation at Albany. Quite recently the
Government undertook to make a conees-
sional grant to the municipal council of
Albany so that power might be supplied to
the mills at a cheaper rate. The mills have
had an uphill struggle and it was suggested
that sonic sections should be tiansferred to
Fremantle where cheaper current would be
available. The Government has shown eon-
qidlernible foresighlt in granting this aid,
which has delayed, perhaps for all time, the
transfer of these mills.

Ron. G . Fraser: Not "perhaps." They
are coming-

lion. A. L. LOTON: I said that this aid
'had de-layed the transfer of the mills for
the present, or perhaps for all time. I can
quite understand the hon. member's desire
to see them transferred to Fremantle.

Hfon. 0. Fraser: I do not care whether
they are or not.

Ron. A. L. LOTON: The Government is
to be commended for the action it has taken.
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lion. A. Thomson: It is really subsidis-
ing a country industry-something that
should have been done long ago.

Hon. A. L. LOT ON: Yes, we have had
to wait for a Libornl-C.D.L. Party Govern-
ment to show such foresight.

Hon. 0. Fraser: Why not get a few more
industries down there?

Hlon. A. L. LOTON: It is better to make
progress gIowly than to make no progress at
all. Another plea-sing feature is the inaugu-
ration of the Government scheme of land
settlement south of Mt. Bareker. That area
contains a huge tract of country with an
assured rainfall and close to an excellent
port. Nature has certainly been very kind
to that part of the State. Last year, when
consideration was being given to the ques-
tion of clearing this country by means of
bulldozers, it was revealed that only a little
more than 7 per cent. of the land ia the
Plantagenet Road Board area had been
cleared. Thus members will realise what a
huge area is still available for development.

lion. A. Thomson: And for increased
production.

lion. A. L. LOTON: That is so. I believe
that soil analyses will he made almost im-
mediately, and if they prove to be satis-
factory-nnd I see no reason why they

shudnot-the scheme could be got under
,way in a very short time. According to the
newspaper yesterday, the Prelmier has
approached the Prime Minister for the
allocation of additional bulldozers for this
work. Bulldozers are essential for develop-
mental work. We cannot expect men to
go into that class of country and undertake
clearing with axe and mattock. This new
method of clearing has revolutionised the
outlook for that land, land that in years
gone by was declared to be unsuitable for
settlement owing to the tremendous hiunan
effort required to clear it. Under present-
(lay methods, such land can be brought into
production in the space of two or three
years. Dams arc also sunk by the same
method.

If we can only get the right type of
settler to take up that land, we should have
a very flourishing- industry in the space of
a few years. When I mention the "right
type of settler," I have in mind the type
that is being broug-ht to this country at

present. It is astonishing that the State
Government, which has to accept the hulk
of the responsibility in the matter, should
have little or no choice in the selection of
the migrants,

Hon. A. Thomson: The State Government
has no say at all.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: That is so. If there
is a change of Government in the Federal
pphere after the next elections, perhaps
the State will he given a greater say.

Hon. E, Ki Davies: Where will you get
the right type of mnigrant9

Hen, A. L. LOTON: The conditions here
arc attractive, and migrants will come as
soon as we can guarantee them homes to
live in.

Ron. E. Mf. Davies: You have said it!

Ron. A. L. LOTON: There is sufficient
timber on the area to build all the homes
that would be needed. It is a matter of
getting suitable people who will not expect
to confine their work to 30 hours a week.

Sitting s"spended from 6.15 to 7.30 phim.

Personal Explanation.

lion. A. L. loton: I feel that I should
make an apology to members for something
I said, perhaps in the heat. of the moment,
when I first started my speech. I Make
reference to what I said about the Chief
Secretary and what occurred outside this
Chamber, I did resent at the time what
was said, hut I tender my apology to the
MVinister and hope he will accept it in all
good faith. I hope members of this Chamn-
ber will also accept my apology.

The Chief Secretary: 'Mr. President-

The President: Will Mr. Loton pleasle
resume his seat?

The Chief Secretary: I take it, Sir, that
there is no occasion for an apology to my-
self but to the House for the repetition of
-something which was said in the precincts
of the House.

Hon. A. L. Loton: I apologise to the
Minister because it was on him that I made
the attack, and I apologise to members for
breaching one of the privileges of the
House. I make a full apology, and ask
mnembers to accept it.
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[ASSEMBLY.]

Debate Resumed.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member may
proceed.

Hon. A. L. LOT ON: Another matter
about which I would like to speak and which
I think concerns every member of this
Chamber, and perhaps everyone in the
State, is the supply of superphosphate to
rural areas. During the last two seasons,
Nature has been very kind to us in the
matter of rainfall and we have not had
an early season, which would have brought
about a complete hold-up of super supplies.
The railways are deteriorating in their
capacity to haul super. On the other hand
there will be a keen demand for the super
that is going to be available.

As a matter of fact, I expect that be-
tween 370,0U0 tons and 380,000 tons will be
required in the rural areas; and since rail-
way rollingstoek has deteriorated, I am
wondering what will be the position if the
season breaks early-and we are just about
due for an early break, probably about
April. We might be placed in a very pecu-
liar position with regard to supplies. Dur-
ig the lust two years road transport has

been helpful to a considerable degree, but
that cannot continue for all time because
of the condition of the roads-particularly
between Perth and York-which have been
cut about by heavy motor transport. When
such transport get:,- on to the gravel roads,

the conditions are even worse. I know that
apoposal has been made that the delivery

of-uper shall be spread over a longer
period this year. I think all farmers arc
supposedl to lodge their orders some time
in the current mnonth, about the 23rd or the
251h August.

* The Honorary Mlinidter: The 31st August.

lIon- A. L. ILOTON: Then allocations
* will he inidt on ni pi'retage basis. Farmers

with a hbitc delixvrv last year will have to
take 7.1 ;per cei. of their delivery before
Chirk~ti'uis. I think that is the proposal.
Time iq passing and up to date very little
pulblivity has been given to the desire of
the (Government to have that super ordered
early. I ani afraid that a worse condition
will prevail next year than has obtained in
the last two years. We do not want that
to occur. and T think that publicity should
be given to the matter. The super ulanu-
faeturers should be approached to ensure
that immediate delivery will be given and

steps should be taken to see that when
trucks go out to the country areas, they
are unloaded at once and returned to the
works.

The Honorary Minister: That 4epends.
on the farmers.

Hon, A, L. LOTON: Yes, to a great
degree; but last year a lot of trucks lay in
small, unattended sidings for a week at
a time. It was not possible to bring back
loads of coal, and trucks were left behind
in a few cases for a week. That must not
he allowed to recur. Another urgent miat-
ter is one about which Dr. Hislop gave us
such a tine address. I refer to the position
of country hospitals. His idea of securing
trainee nurses at an earlier age is a very
worthy one; and if that could be achieved,
the shortage of nurses would he overcome
in a very short time. It has been unfortu-
nate that girls, before they could start
their training as nurses, have taken on, as
a relief measure, some other occupation;
whe-n the timie for their entering hospitals
for training has come, they have decided to
remain where they -were. Dr. Hislop's pro-
posal should overcome that. I have pleasure
in supporting the motion.

On motion by Hon. H. Hearn, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 7.37 p.m.

Tuesday, 10th August, 1948.
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The SPEAKCER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and rend prayers.
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