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I travelled through the Eastern States for
a conple of weeks recently and everywhere,
in trams and buses and trains, I heard
women complaining that there was no wool
except haby wool, and they wanted to know
what could be done about it. They talked
about it amongst themselves and were nat
too pleased. T know it was said that there
wis to he no wool until the price went up; so
if the TIonorary Minister knows anything
about the requirements of the people she
should know that women have ne wool and
ure not likely to get any until something is
done about the price. If the Honorary
Minister is interested jn the requirements of
women in this State she should bestir her-
self to see that something is done to provide
the wool that is =0 badly needed. T see that
the time is up, 50 I will not delay the House
any further. If there had not been so many
interjections T might have finished earlier.

On motion by Mr. Smith, dchate ad-

Journel.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.
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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS,

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES.
As to Government Charges to Muni-
cipalities and Railways.
Hon. A. THOMSOXN asked the Chief
Necratary:
{1) What are the terms and conditions
of control whereby electricity is supplied—

{a) to the Perth City Couneil;
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(b) to the Fremantle Municipal Council ;
{e¢) to the Commissioner of Railways?

{2) What is the price per unit?
(3) What is the total accumulated loss
sustained by the Government in supplying

electrieity to these bodies since the ingep-
tion of these contracts or agreement-!

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1} (a) These are set out in the schedule
to Aet No. 34 of 1013, copy attached.
Agreement was for 50 years terminating in
1963, Maximum rate chargeable 0.75d. per
k.owh.

(b) Terms and econditions of contrnl
whereby electricity is supplied to the Fre-
mantle Munieipal Tramways and Fleetric
Lighting Board (not to the Wreman(le Munt-
cipal Council) are as set out in an agroe-
ment between the Premier and the Com-
missioner of Railways on the one part and
the board on the other. Copy of agreement
attached. Term 25 years with right of re-
newal for further 25 years. Terminates
1966, Maximum rate chargeable 0.85d. per
k.ow.h.

{¢) No special agrecment exists hetween
the Eleetricity Commission and the (om-
missioner of Railways regarding electricity
supply. The conditions regarding price are
shown in reply to question (2),

(2) (a) 0.75d.

{b) Fremantle Municipal Tramways and
Tleetrie Lighting Board 0.83d.

(e) (i) Tramways—0.853d.; (ii) Midland
Junction Workshops—0.8d.

(3} The Electricity Commission hus only
controlled eleetricity supply over the last
two years. Owing to variations in load
factor, varying efficiency of the generators
at East Perth, and varying lengths of trans-
mission mains it is not praeticable to make
an aceurate estimate of the losses incurred
as between these three supplies,

The approximate working losses for the
two years in supplying eleetricity to the
three hodies total around £80,000.

Papors.—The Act No. 34 of 1913 and the
agrecment, referred to in (1) (a) and (1)
(b) ahove, were laid on the Table.
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HOUSING.
Ads te Number and Cost of Homes Built,

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM asked
the Chief Secretary:

(1) What was the number of houses, and
cost of same, built by the Housing Com-
mission for the year 1947-48¢

(2) Wbat was the number built by pri-
vate contractors for the Housing Commis-
sion for the same period, and what was the
total cost?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) No houses have been built with lab-
our provided by the State Housing Com-
mission.

(2) The Publiec Works Department, how-
ever, undertakes a programme of home con-
struetion for the State Housing Commis-
sion and during the year compleled 178
homes at an estimated cost of £223,000,
Final fgures are not yet available.

Hon. G. Fraser: That answer is only
evading the question,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sixth Day.
Debate resumed from the 4th August.

HON. H. K. WATS30ON (Metropolitan)
114.39): In supporting the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply, I should
like to thank you, Mr. President, and other
memhers for their eongratulations on my
election to this House. I also wish to ex-
press my keen appreeiation of the many
kindnesses and eourtestes that all members
have shown me sinee my election. Although
I am a very new member, I do not feel a
complete stranger here, for in this House
I have some very old personal friends—
personal friends with whom I have, over a
period of 20 years, had some really good
political fights, sometimes with them and
sometimes against them. Seven years age
T engaged in a friendly contest with my
collengue, Dr. Hislop, for the then by-elee-
tion for the Metropolitan Provinee and,
after leading on six eounts, I finally lost
the seat to him by one vote, On that ocea-
sion, the House gained a vervy able and
industrions member, and my entrance here
was delayed for seven years.

The Honorary Minister: Do not forget
the fight we had for secession.
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Hon. H. K. WATSON: Yes, we had a
good fight in 1934,

Hon. G. W. Miles: That was when he
was up against some of his friends.

Hon. H. K, WATSON: I would like to
convey my congratulations also to Sir
Frank Gibson and Sir Charles Latham on
the houour which has been bestowed upon
them by His Majesty the King. Sir Frank
and myself once engaged In an election con-
test—a three-cornered contest—with our
mutual friend, the late John Curtin. That
was for the Fremantle Federal seat, which
was won by John Curtin. Sir Frank prob-
ably shares my lack of enthusiasm for the
faet tkat we are both 20 years older than
when that contest ook place.

As to Sir Charles Latham, T have not
had an aetual eontest with him, but I think
be has a sneaking personal regard for me,
and an undying debt of gratitude to me for
having saved him from himself at the refer-
endum in 1937 when he was in favour and
I was against the proposals then brought
down hy the Commonwealth Government to
amend the Constitution by giving the Com-
monwealth Government power over avia-
tion and te exempt from the provisions of
Section 92 of the Constitution any market-
ing laws brought down by the Federal Par-
liament. TLooking hack on that partieular
event, I am prompted to observe that if
Sir Charles’s view had prevailed on that
oceasion we would have had only one air-
line in Australia today—and that would not
have heen the A NA.—and I am afraid that
Mr. Pollard would have had our own Min-
ister for Agrieulture and the farmers of
Western Australia just where he wanted
them.

The Honorary Minister: He has nearly
pot the wheatgrowers now.

Hon, H. K. WATSON: I agree. How-
ever, my oldest association with a member
of this House goes back to 1916 when Hon.
G. Praser and myself were engaged in the
road transport industry in Fremantle. I
used to push a telegraph messenger’s bike
and ke pushed a letter carrier’s bike; and I
have the happiest recollections of my as-
sociation with him right from those days.
Both of us—and indeed many other mem-
bhers of this Houwse—matrienlated in the
schoo] of experience and graduated in the
university of life, and I think that fact as-
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sists us in giving the lie direct to the sug-
mestions which we sometimes hear that this
is a House of reaetion and that its franchise
is undemoerafie. I disagree entirely with
that view. T believe that the franchise of
this House is a very libera! one and that the
House is & most demoeratie institotion.

Let me say that I enter the House under
no illusions at all. I do not expect to put
a girdle round the earth in ten minutes; bat
T say this: So far as in me lies, it will be
my endeavour, for so long as I may be per-
mifted by the grace of Providence and the
electors and the vedistribution commission-
ers, 2lways to make an intelligent contribu-
tion to the deliberations of this Chamber.
We learned from the ILieut.-Governor's
Speecl of the projected vixit of His Majesty
the Kinr, I understand it has been ar-
ranged that the King will open a session of
the Commonwealth Parliament.  That is
most filting. DBut sinee Australia is a Fed-
eratiun—at any rate, we still #ave control
aver rents and prices! I submit it would be
quite fitting, too, that during his visit to
Western Australia, arrangements should be
made for His Majesty to open 2 session of
the Parliament of Western Australia,

The question is, in my opinion, one of
grent constitutional significance as well as
preeedimt. Tt is one of the few constitn-
tional funetions now exercised by our con-
stitutional monareh and I suggest it is a
functivn which should take pride of place
in every State. Bot I am primarily econ-
cerned with Western Australia, and I trust
that His Majesty's Government in Western
Australia has made or will eonsider making
arrangements of the nature I have indicated.

I want to congratulate the Government on
its fine record of achievement during the
past year in the many directions which have
been touched upon in His Excellency'’s
Speech, I trust it will not be too long
hefore I ecan offer congratulations on the
disposal to private industry of State hotels
and a host of other industrial concerns that
form no part of a Government’s activities.
I hope also the Government’s role as land-
lord will be contracted to zero as soon as
possible. T am concerned at the very heavy
demands which have fallen upon the time
and the health and the energy of Ministers
in recent years. I feel this is largely due
to the functions of government heing clut-
tered and elogged up with all those unneces-
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sary and in most cases losing propositions
in industry, It seems to me that we have
lost sight of the trath that polities is the
art of government and not the science of
administration. The Government’s business
is to govern the country and not to tr\y tw
run the country.

The running of the eountry—be it the
mining of eoal or the tilling of the snil, the
building of houses, the making of bricks or
the running of omnibuses or furniture vans
—may well be left to the private enterprise,
initiative and industry of the 500,000 people
in Western Australia. I am a believer in
production for profit. The slogan of “Pro-
duction for use and not profit” implies the
absurdity that what iy produced for prost
does not go into use.  Nothing could be
more ridicnlous. One sure way to increase
production and assist in  satisfyving  the
needs of the community is to produee for
profit. T suggest that if we tamper with the
profit motive, we injore the moinspringe of
production.

I am opposed to povernment ownership
of industry, nationalisation, secialisation or
whatever ‘else it may he called, for two
reazons. Fivstly, it is very necessary and de-
sirable that as few persoms as possible
should he on the government payroll. We
do not want a community of government
employees for that, T helieve, is the quivke-t
and surest method of completely sapping
the fibre of our national life. John Rtnart
Mill, in his monumental essay on “Liberty,”
written one hundred years ago, expressed
that thought and its consequences this
way—

The publie, expecting everything to he dony
for them by the State, or at lenst to do no-
thing for themselves without asking from the
State not only leave to do it but even how it

is to be done, naturally hold the State re-
sponsible for all the evil that befalls them.

The second reason. why I am opposed to
the Government interfering in industry i
that it almost invariably breeds ineflicieney
and results in heavy losses to the penple.
The Government's intention with respect to
price control has been hroadly referred to
in His Excelleney’s Speech, wherein we
have been informed that consideration j=
being gmiven to the system of price-fixing
with a view to achieving greater simplicity.
It is also intended to relax controls in suit-
able cases as rapidly as cireumstanees per-
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mit. I sincerely trust that the legislation
which is to be brought down with respect to
price eontrol and also the eontrol of land
sales will not merely represent re-enactment
of the existing Commonwealth legislation
regarding these matters but that it will be
lerislation in which we will find all the irk-
some, cumbersome and repressive provisions
of the existing controls removed. In the in-
terests of our mining and other industries
in this State, T fecl that the capital issues
control is another matter which might well
Iie returned te the States, where it right-
fully belongs. 1 feel, too, that the policy and
administration of liquid fuel control should
e completely vested in Western Australia.

From time to time we hear adverse criti-
cism of parliamentarians. Some simpletons
seem to think that o parliamentarian’s duties
and the time he devotes to them, begin
and end with the sitting of the House.
Members know that that is not so and that
the time they spend in the IIouse represents
only a fraction of that which they have to
devote to their parliamentary duties, if they
are going to diseharge them in a thorough
and cfficient manner. During this present
session we have had presented to us dozens
of reports, such as the reports of the Royal
Commissions on Housing, Railways and Milk
and other reports too numerous to mention,
bat reference to which covers some four or
five foolseap pages in the minutes of the
proceedings of this House. That, I consider,
iz one angle to which the publie shonld give
full consideration on any occasion when they
are inclined to eriticise members of Parlia-
ment for the apparently short time in
which they ave engaged in their activities.

We have before. us the report of the
Royal Commissioner on the milk industry.
I prefer to devote more time to the study of
that report before expressing any opinion
on the price of milk which, judging by re-
cent events, appears to be causing dissatis-
faction in certain sections of the industry,
but I da desire to offer some ecomment on a
few of the recommendations which have
been made. One of the recommendations is
that consideration should be given to the
vesting in the Milk Board of the eontro] of
milk, I trust that the Government will take
no action in that direction becanse I do not
want to see milk, or any other commodity,
nationalised, or  its control vested in any
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board. I feel that what is required is not to
enlarge the activities of these boards but
to get rid of as many of them as we can,
and let nature take ifs course.

Another recommendation on this subject
is that consideration should be given to a
scheme  whereby mill offal can be made
available to producers as a first priority
over the sopply to manufacturers of pre-
pared stock foods. I confess I am unable
to sce any sense in that recommendation.
The pre-war production of bran and pol-
lard in Woestern Australia was under 5(,-
000 tons per annum. Today it is over 70,000
tons per annum. That probably represents
the maximum production possible. Notwith-
standing this, however, the demand for mill
offal still considerably exceeds the supply,
and that is not to be wondered at when it
is remembered that by Commonwealth pol-
iey the price of mill offal has been kept at a
very low level. It has really been kept at a
false figzure. At the moment, the priee of
bran and pollard compared with the cost of
other stockfoods is as follows:—

Bran and pollard—&E7 17s. 3d. per 2,000 1bs.

Wheat (ungristed)—£10 8s. 4d.

Oats (ungristed)—E£10 123, 6d.

Hon. A. L, Loton: Do those last figures
relate to 2,000 1bs?

Hon. H. K. WATSON: Yes.
maining figures are as follows:—

Barley (ungristed)—£12,

Manuvfactured stockfoods—£E11 to £11 10s.
Incidentally, the price of mill offal in other
countries is considerazbly higher. The prices
are—

The re-

United States of America .. £22
Canada, .. £16
Argentine .. .. .. £12

And these prices are against our price of
under £8! Foreign millers thus have a dis-
tinct advantage over our millers in the eom-
petitive field of flour exports. With such a
good price for offal they ean undersell our
millers in the export flour trade, and it
should be borne in mind that if our millers
arc unable to compete in the export trade,
that in tarn will reduce flour production in
this State, with a consequentia]l reduetion in
the output of mill offal. In New Zea-
land mill offals are not available as such,
but are compounded with other foods.

Throughout the world, this course is fol-
lowed, and bran and pollard is used as a
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basic ration in balanced stockfoods. By
this method the supply is ineressed by from
40 to H0 per cent. and food of a high feed-
ing value is availahle to users. The flour
mills will not be built for the main purpose
of increasing the supply of mill offal be-
yond the present capacity of the flour mill-
ing industry, and its capaeity in this State
at present is suffieient to supply the flour
needs of 2,000,000 people. In short, if bran
and pollard at present supplied to stock-
food manufocturers for processing were di-
verted to the users in the dairying and
poultry industries, the present overall sup-
ply of foodstuffs available to those indus-
trics would be reduced by approximately
10,000 tons per year—a result directly op-
posite to the desires of the Royal Commis-
sioner. [t is not merely the milk produeers
who have to be considered in this matter.
The poultry farmer and the pig breeders
are equally entitled to consideration.

The stock food manufacturers have the
stocks of proteinous material to draw upon
and that would not be available except for
their enterprise. To meet the feed require-
ments of the State, it is becoming recog-
nised that compounded stock foods perform
a uscfu] funetion apart from the extrn feed
value, in extending the availability of
foods to meet all demands. It has been sug-
gested that all mill eoffal should be com-
pounded. In my view the time is hardly
ripe for the adoption of that snggestion. At
the same time if the demand for foods is
to continue upwards, the medium of supply
must be through the agency of the stock
food menufacturers. It iz also worth men-
tioning that the rationing of mill offal in
this State is condueted in a very thorough,
painstaking and econscientions manner hy
the millers themselves without the usuoally
t'umb('rson;e and costly interferenee by a
Government department.

I notice also that the Koval Commissioner
who dealt with the milk problem referred
to the question of road transpori charges
and costs. In my view the proper and
competent authority to deal with road trans-
port charges on milk or on any other eom-
moidity is the Transport Board. My opinion
is, therefore, that t(ransport. charges on
milk should be a matter for regulation by
the Tramsport Board and not by the Milk
Board. T am mildly amazed at the faith

“
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vome of these boards have in their own
capacity and ability to regulate anything
under the sun.

The report of the Royal Commission on
Railways is also before us for considera-
tion. In addition, we have some comments
supplied, which have been prepared in the
nature of a reply by the Commissioner of
Railways. It is one thing for the Royal
Commissioners to report on the cfierency
or lack of efficiency of our rollingstoek audl
mechanieal system and on our railway svs.
tem in general, but T suggest it is quite
another thing when they try to give us some
ideas on the question of enlarging the ac-
tivities of our Railway Department. I refer
particularly to that portion of the Royal
Commission's report which appean: to
recommend that our rnilways should embark
on an active poliey of developing road pas-
senger and goods transport.

The eonduet of road transport is a highly
specinlised and diversified job. For example,
in the realm of private enterprise we find
that the goods operator would not think of
entering into the passenger business. Il
has his hands full attending to the hundrel
and one details of his own parvtienlar indns-
try, and it is only by carefnl attention to
all those details that he is able to carry on
his business efficiently and prefitably. Even
in that particular section of road transport
activitics there is a limit fo what enn he
satisfactorily handled by one man or one
group of men. That is why it comes ahout
that there are some hundreds of goads
transport operators earrying on business in
the metropolitan area. In like manner the
passenger transport operators confine them-
selves to the carrying of passengers and
would not think of emhbarking upon the
goods seetion of the transport business.

There is nothing surprising about that.
It is simply the old, old story of free enler-
prize on the part of any msn or group of
men to render a servies to the community,
provide employment for a large section of
the people and to make a profit for them-
selves. No-one will seriously suggest that the
railway administration has made a success
of the running of our railway system, Are
we, therefore, going to view with equanim-
ity the desire of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, which apparently finds sapport from
the Royal Commissioners, to launch in a big
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way on the highly specialised bnsiness of
road transpori? Are we going to risk a
capital outlay of many thousands of
pounds in buying omnibuses and motor
trucks, the operations of which will prob-
ably inerease rather than decrease the
losses on our railway system in this State?
I certainly hope we shall not do so, particu-
Iarly in view of the very serious conditien
of the Siate’s finanees at the present
moment,

On page 99 of the report of the Royal
Commissioners on the railway system there
are set out various statistics relating fo the
operations of the road motlor serviees of
the South African railway system. |The
number of passengers carried, the tonnage
of goods hauled and so on are shown but,
curiously enongh, in that report, which one
would expect to be of a judicial character,
there is no mention of the revenue or ex-
penditure or of the working results of the
road transport section of the South Afriean
railways. Such an omission prompted me
to seek further afield for this vita] informa-
tion, and I find it anything but reassuring.

I ascertained from the last available re-
port of the General Manager of the South
African railways—the one for the year ended
the 31st March, 1947—that for the vear
1945-46 the expenditure exceeded revenue by
£410,000 and that for the year 1946-47 the
working losses increased to over £381,000.
It appears, thercfore, that the road motor
service of the South Afriean railwavs,
which we are invited to aceept as a pattern

and goide for adoplion in Western Aus-

tralia, is running at an annual loss of £300,-
000, plus interest. For the year ended the
30th June, 1948, the working expenses of
our railways in Western Australia exceeded
the revenue by £1,127,000, Add to this the
interest bill of £1,100,000, and we see that
last vear the railways of this State sus-
tained a loss of £2,227,000.

1t is clear from the report of the Roval
Commission and the comments thereon by
the Commissioner of Railways, that over
a period of at least the next 10 years our
railway administration will bave its hands
more than full in coping with the task of
wiping out arrears of maintenanee and re-
renerating the system hoth as regards
rollingstock and tracks, and at the same
time in providing a reasonable increase in
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rollingstock, Therefore for that reason
alone and quite apart from the other
weighty eonsiderations I have mentioned, I
trust the Government will lay it down as a
matter of poliey, and direct the Commissioner
of Railways accordingly, that the railway
administration shall econfine itself to railways
and not embark upon the business of road
transport whether it be in respect of goods
or passengers. The question of road trans-
port in hoth respeets could well bg left to
private enterprise. Particularly is this so in
the country distriets where it would provide
ancther line of industry for eountry resi-
dents. It would, for example, furnish an
opportunity of employment for sons of
farmers whose properties are not sufliei-
ently large to provide work for all those
sons on the farms.

I turn now to our Government tramways,
trolicybuses and omnibuses in the motro-
politan area. Last year their working ex-
penses totalled £572,000 and their revenue
£509,000. They thus showed a loss of £63,000,
plus  interest £48,000, making the total
lnss for the year £111,000. The privately
owned buses in the metropolitan area had
a gross vevenue of between £500,000 and
£600,000—a gross revenue similar fo that
of the tramways, Out of the gross earnings
of the private buses the Government eolleets
a license fee of six per cent. of the gross
takings. That represents something . over
£30,000 a year to the Government. While
paying that fribute to the Government, tho
privately-owned buses stil] return a profit
to the owners. That return to the Govern-
ment is obtained without the ountlay of any
eapital at all on 1is part.

As, T have mentioned, the gross revenuc
of the privately-owned buses is about eqnal
to the gross revenue of the government
tramways and yet the former after provid-
ing the Government with a clear profit of
over £30,000 & year, can be run successfully
while the government-owned service made
a loss of €111,000 for the year. From these
facts I suggest it would appear to be a
good proposition for the Government to cut
its Josses and save the outlay of much fresh
additional capital expenditure by restricting
its own services and allowing private en-
terprise to expand on a basis which will en-
sure the Government a certain profit of six
per cent. on the gross takings of the
privately-owned buses.



286

The finanecial results of the State’s opera-
tians for the year ended the 30th June,
1848, afford an immediate indication of the
grave financial position of our State and of
the problems which beset the Government
in its strenuous endeavours to discharge its
great constitutiona] obligations. There is,
of course, no mystery as to why the fin-
ancial resources available to the State are
totally inadequate to its requirements. In a
word, the tronble lies in the utter disequilib-
rium of our Federal and State financial re-
lations, This is & subject and a problem
whieh on the one hand is hoary with age
and yet, on the other hand, is a very cur-
rent problem. It is one which must en-
gage the very serious attention of memhers
in the immediate future, I say it is an old
problem, because my first connection with
it was with three very distinguished gentle-
men who at one time or another were mem-
bers of this House, and, indeed, representa-
tives for the provinee which it is now my
duty to serve, I refer to the late Hon. A.
Lovekin, the late Hon. J. Nichelson and Sir
Hal Colebatch.

In 1027-28, the tour of us found oursclves
fighting the Financizl Agreement which
was hrought hefore the people at that par-
tiewdar time. This disequilibrium has heen
brought about by the action of successive
Commonwealth Governments, by a series of
onslaughts by successive Commonwealth
Governments upen the finanecial resources of
the States. These successive onslaughts were
conceived in 1902; they began to roll in 1910,
when Section 87 of the Constitution was
rendered inoperative; they were renewed in
earnest with the Financial Agreement in
1927; and they culminated in uniform taxa-
tion in 1942, These onslaughts have rocked
tha Ststes to their financial, econstitutional,
politien] and economie foundations. These
inveterate planners and schemers for unifi-
cation were not confined to any partieular
party in the Federal sphere. Some of them
dwelt in the tents of the non-Labour Parties,
while athers wore to be found in the taber-
nacles of the Labour Party.

It was in 1827 that the Bruce-Page Gov-
ernment breached the reservoir of the
States’ finances and it was the Curtin-
Chifley Government which demolished them
in 1942, Tt has been suggested that if the
State had returned to it its pre-war taxing
rights, Western Australia would he in one
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devil of a mess. The fact is that by deliber-
ate Commonwealth action, our State’s fin-
anceg were already in one devil of & mess, to
use a current phrase recently coined by the
Leader of the Opposition, when our present
Government took over, and they have been
in that position for at least 20 years. May
I rcad this statement—

We have six States, poor and needy, and
a rtich bloated Commonwealth ending each
year with fat surpluses that are the sign-
manual of had government. . . . Bit by bhit
the Federal anthority is growing, at the ex-
pense of the States. We are drifting as sure
a8 fate towards unification. That means ruin.
This enormous country cannot be governed
from a political centre by men almost en-
tirely ignorant of conditions in far corners of
the land.

These ave not my words, prefoundly though
I believe them to deseribe the position as it
is today and as it was when the present
Government assumed office.  That wag a
statement made on the 28th January, 1928,
by the then Premier, Hon. P. Collier. That
was the position in 1928. The heat was on
apain a few vears later. On the 2Tth
February, 1934, at a2 Premiers’ Conference,
the following declaration was subseribed
to:—

We agree that unless unifieation ia to be
adopted as the ultimate goal, amendment of
the Constitution is necessary to put the State
Governments in a permaneatly stable position.
Such amendment should secure to the States

finaneial resourcea adequate fo the proper dis-
charge of their constitutional functions.

Nothing came out of that resolution, The
Lyons Government proved itself bereft of
wisdom and bankrupt in statesmanship.
Then came the war, and with it the Curtin-
Chiftey ‘Governments. They were not slow
in using the cxigencies of war as a cloak to
coraplete the financial strangulation of the
States by the uniform tax legislation. That
piecee of legislation demonstrated that the
Commonwealth Constitution—the people’s
charter—was neither fool-proof nor judge-
proof. The finances of the States were then
well and truly in one devil of a mess. That
Aect surely and eompletely fulfilled the threat
or prophecy which was made by Mr. Alfred
Deakin, thrice Prime Minister of the Com-
monwealth, in a letter which appeared over
hig signature in the “London Morning Post"
on the 1st April, 1902, TIn this letter Mr.
Deakin said-—

As the power of the purse in Great Britain
established by degrees the authority of the
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Comprane it will wl'imately ect-blish in Aus-
tralia the authority of the Commonwenlth. The
righ 5 0. «fgovermen of the Siates have
been fon'ly suppo ed to b sufes-arded by
the Conwitution, It left them legzally free,
but finuncially bound to the chariot wheels of
the central Government. Their need will be
its opportunity. The less po, ulous will first
sucvumb, those smitten with drousht or similar
mirfortune will follow, and finally even the
greatest and most prosperous will, however
reluctantly, be brought to heel. Our Comnstitu-
tion may 1cmain unaltered, but a vital ehange
will have tuken plare in the relations between
the States and the Commonwealth. The Com-
monwealth will have acquired a general control
over the States, while every extension of
political power will be made by its means and
go to increase its relative superiority.

As prophesied in that letter, the less
populous States of Western Australia,
Tasmania and South Australia began to feel
the dranght many years ago; but now, as
also prophesied in that letter, we find the
great jrosperous States of New South
Wales, Vietoria and Queensland, to quote
the words in the letter, have also “been
brought to heel”; and this year I believe we
shall find all the Australian States forced to
budget for their greatest defieits since the
inauguration of Federation. On the other
hand, we find the Commonwealth Treasuvrer
taxing for the sake of taxing, soaking the
rich und soaking the poor, and collecting
taxes of £50,000,000 gver and above the
extravagant estimate for which he budgeted.

In January, 1946, our then Premier (Hon,
F. J. 8. Wise) launched a constitutional re-
form movement, but it, too, was marked
with a vivarity of conception, apathy of
progresk and prematureniess of deeay, and
that reform movement hegan on the day
when Mr. Wise left for that particular Pre-
miers’ Conference and ended on the day
when the Premiers’ Gonference opened and
the Prime Minister rudely dismissed the pro-
posals ns heing “bloody nonsense” A great
nationa! guestion resolved by a publie man
in the language of the publie gutter! DMr.
«Wise's letter to Mr, Chifley was published
in “The West Australian” on the 17th Jan-
uary, 1816,  That letter must be regurded
as a notable contribution on the question of
the relatienshin hetween the Commonwealth
and the States. It is a matter for recret
that the whole of the letter was not printed
and published ns a parliamentary paper,
bt from it T wonld like to rend a few ex.
tractz.  Tn the Ietter to the Prime Minis-
ter Mr., Wise said this —
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At the outset I wish fo state that my Guvern-
ment i3 opposel to the continuance of ' the
prosent paiform tax system. . . . It is axiomatic
that the power to control finance is funda-
i atal to the power to govern, and if the
State Governments surrender to the Common-
weulth the power to impose income tax they
lose their power to determine the economic
and poatiess polivies of their States,
Later on, Mr, Wise said—

Summarised, the view of this Government is
that the right to impose jncome tax, which
iz fundamental to the State's existenee under
Federation, should be returaned to the States.
Hon. members may recollect that on the
6th April last, a conference of Premiers,
convened by our present Premier (Hon. D,
R. McLarty), was held in Perth and that it
carried a series of resolutions, two of which
were as follows:—

Thz appointment by the Commonwealth
Government of a Royal Commission, cumpria-
ing fve memkers, one person nominaterd by the
Chief Justice of the ITigh Court of Australin
as chairman; two persons nominated by the
Commonwealth Government and two persone
uominated by the State Governments.

That the terms of reference to the Royal
Cominission be: To examine the financial re-
lationships of the Commonwealth and the
States and to recommend what action ahould
be taken in order to ensure to the Btates the
finance necessary t¢ carry out their constitu-
tional functions.

When those resolutions reached the Prime
Minister at Canberra they, too, promptly
went into the waste paper basket. I believe
that the most unenviable position in the
world any person conld fill is that of Trea-
eurer of Western Australia. I feel that se
long as there is a Treasurer of Western
Australia, the profession of which my col-
league, Dr. Hislop, is such a distinguished
member, will never be without a patient.
I know of no quicker method to siart
stomach uleers than to take on the position
of Treasurer of Western Australia. We
ean see how it has affected the health of
My, Collier and Mr. Willeock, but it ap-
pears to have affected Mr. Wise somewhat

- difforently, beeause, comparing his recent

ntteranees with what he said in the letter
I have just quoted, he seems to have suf-
fered some lapse of memory. I do feel that
when the next State Budget makes its ap-
pearance, most of us will have a slight
tourh of delayed concussion.

So it comes ahout that today the amount
we can spend on our great constitutional
oblizations—nolice, hospitals, publie works,
and so on—is dependent on the whim and
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oaprice of the Commonwealth Government.
We have the obligation, but the revenue is
beyond our reach. The trouble is that fail-
ing direct action by the States, the remedy
ean only be instituted and supplied by the
Commonwealth. The position, therefore,
cannot be improved unless and until some
sanity is knocked into the Commonwealth
Government. It appears to me that so long
as the present Federal Administration
remains in power, the position -will simply
go from bad to worse.

But there is 2 ray of hope ou the horizon,
for although up till recent years Federal
politicians of all parties have striven to-
wards ceniralised government and the c¢on-
centration of all power at Canberra, it does
seem that the present Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, by its startling actions in recent
years, has demonstrated to the Opposition
parties in the Federal Hounse that ‘‘the

power to do ill deeds makes ill deeds

done.”” I believe that for the first time
sinee the inception of Federation, there has
been a sincere change of heart in the Oppo-
sition parties in the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment, They ean at last see the necessity
of retracing their steps and making = really
serious endeavour to restore the frue spirit
of Federation inte the Constitutien, and
make our Australian Federation work use-
fully, effectively, peacefully and harmoni-
ously.

Since it seems a cerfainty—all hon. mem-
bers may nof agree with me in this view—
that there will be a new Commonwealth
Goverpment after the 1949 Federal elee-
tions, we c¢an do little bnt wait patiently
until then. That is the one ray of hope
on the horizon. Meanwhile, I invite the
House to consider and study the inroads
whieh the Chifley Government hkas made
into the pockets of the people and the
financial resources of the State, In the
last pre-war vear, 1938-39, the Cemmon-
wealth income tax collected in Western
Australin was under £500,000. In recent
years it has heen about £10,000,000 per
annum. Members will find those figures in
the pocket vear hooks of Western Austrn-
lia. It is true that out of the £10,000,000
a year which the Commonwealth now ex-
torts from the people of this State by way
. of income tax. the wholly inadequate sum
of £3.800.000 is returned to the State as
compensation for its loss of the right to
impose State ineome tax. But that still
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leaves the Commonwealth with net incoms
tax collections of over £6,000,000 a year
as against less than £500,000 in 1938-39.

If to the £6,000,000 we add the turther
£9,000,000 a year which the Commonwealth
colleets in this State from other taxation—
eustoms, excise, sales tax, land tax, enter-
tainments tax, gift duty and so on—that
makes £15,000,000 a year in all—as against

-a pre-war amount of £4,000,000—which the

Chifley Government extracts from the
people of this State. That £15,000,000 a
year is taken from us by the Common-
wealth, and the greater part of it is dissi-
pated in socialistic experiments or in try-
ing to buy votes by all the political three-
card tricks imaginable, and it is over and
ahove the £3;800,000 which is also taken by
the Commonwealth from the people of this
State and returned to our State Treasury
as compensation for its loss of the right to
impouse State income tax.

By all the laws of reason, justice and
common sense, the greater part of that’
taxation of £15,000,000 a year, which the
Commonwealth extracts from the people of
this State, ought to be returned to our State
Treasury for its essential needs. But all we
get, after an annual pilgrimage to the Com-
monwealth Grants Comrmnission, is a couple
of million pounds with, perhaps, an extra
million thrown in at the ¢nd of the year to
prevent a complete collapse of the finances
of the State. Th¥re are various ways by
which the Commmonweslth Government could,
and should, if it were so minded, solve the
financial problems of the States and restore
good government throughout Adstralia.
Bat, as I have already indicated, the pre-
sent position is that, as a result of deliber-
ate Commonwealth action, the validity of
which has been unexpectedly upheld by the .
High Court, the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion has miserably failed to protect and
ensure the financial solveney of the States,

My proposition—which is really un-
answerable—is that the following reorgan-
isation on a threefold basis is required.
What is needed is that there should be a
joint agreement between the Commonweslth
and the States whereby it would be agreed,

irstly, to retore to the States their pre-war

iaxing rights with the consequential under-
standing that Commonwealth income tax
would be reduced by such an amount that
ihe combined Commonwealth and State
income taxes then payable by taxpayers
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would be less than the income tax of today.
Secondly, it should he provided that all
the States would, under Section 96 of the
Constitution, have returned to them an ade-
quate and fixed percentage of the Common-

wealth collections from sales tax and
customs and excise duties. After all, that
is nothing more than ihe procedure

envisaged by Section 87 of the Constitution
and actually employed during the first ten
years of Federation. The third point of the
agreement should be for the making of
further additiona] grants by the Common-
wealth under Section 96 to Western Aus-
tralia and Tasmania and, perhaps, South
Australia, by way of compensation for the
special and acknowledged disabilities suf-
fered by such States by reason of Federa-
tion.

This proposition is by no means an un-
veasonable one. It is just as reagsonable and
ought to be just as natural ag the everyday
oceurrence of an estate agent collecting
rents from various people and, in due
course, distributing them to their rightful
owners. In 1938-39, the total taxes «ollected
by the Commonwealth throughout Australia
amounted to £74,000,000 of which £11,000,-
000 was income tax. During the year just
ended the total taxes collected by the
Commonwealth were £414,000,000, of which
£232,000,000 was income tax. On the basis
I have just outlined, the restoration to the
States of their right to levy income tax
could be achieved without depriving tax-
payers of the convenience they have today

“of making ope return and receiving one
assessment notiee; and without making their
combined State and Federal income tax as
high as the income tax they pay today. This
could readily he arranged in the following
manner ;-— .

{1} One assessment Act to determine the
assessable income of the taxpayer.

(2) A single return,

{3) A single collecting authority,

(4) Separate rates of tax to be levied
by the Commonwealth and by each State,

(5) Baeh State’s tax to be levied at the
State rate appropriate to:the taxpayer's
total Aunstralinn assessable income, but only
on the income derived by him from that
particular State,

(6) The single collecting authority to de-

termine the proportion of each taxpayer’s
income derived from each State,
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‘(7) A single form of assessment to be
issued covering both Commonwealth and
States levies,

Of course, all this presupposes that there
will be found in the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment a statesman or two who will be capahle
of dealing with this question on a national
plane and not from the angle of party poli-
ties, or power politics. As an alternative
to the first imb of the threefold proposi-
tion I have submitted, it might be arranged
for the Commonwealth to continue to be the
so0le zuthority to impose income tax, and for
the States to get a much larger return than
they secure today. Before uniform taxza-
tion, three-quarters of thg total income fax
collected in Australia was State ineome tax.
On that basis, £174,000,000 ought to have
been returned to the States out of last year's
income tax collections of £232,000,000, but
the amount actually returned was oaly
£45,000,000.

I fecl I have trespassed far too long on
the time of members, and I would like to
convey to them my appreciation of the atten-
tive hearing given me. AsT have already in-
dieated the matter of the finaneial relations
of the Commonwealth and Stateg is a sub-
jeet op which I have brooded and browsed
quite a lot over a period of 20 years. 1 am
not without hope that it will be on a poliey
something along the lines that I bhave in-
dicated, that the next Commonwealth Gov-
ernment will be returned to power in 1949,
Otherwise, T think it will be found that all
the States, through sheer necessity, will be
waging one of the most bitter fights against
the Commonwealth Government sinee the
inaaguraticn of Federation, and the States
will have to sncceed if the Australian
Federation is fo be preserved and if we, as
a pedplle, are going to fufil the motto
of “Advance Australin®” That, I hope
will hecome} unnecessary if, at the
next Federal -elections, there is returned
to power a Government that is anxious, wil-
ling and prepared to treat all the States on
the basis which I have indicated—a Govern-
ment that is prepared to adopt and apply
the distum of Edmund Burke: “Mag-
nanmity in polities is not seldom the truest
wisdom: for a great country and little minds
go ill together.”

~

-
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HON. A. L. LOTON (South-East) [5.47]:
I congratalate you, Sir, on youyr re-election
as President of this Chamber, It was fitting
that you should be elected unnanimously and
1 think it was a true reward for the excel-
lent mznner in which vou have conducted
the business of this House. You have given
ail members faiv play and I trost you will
vnjoy hetter health this session than yom
experienced last year, and that members of
thix Chamber will have you with them for
many years to come. To the three new
members—Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham, Hon.
H. Hearn and Hon. H. K. Watson—-I offer
my congratulations. I trust that their so-
Journ with us will he ‘o happy one,

The new membhers are rather fortnnate in
entering thix Chamber at the time they did.
They have eome here when the proceedings
are moing along smnoothly: they have had a
lot of nice things said to them and cvervone
is very friendly, and thus they will get into
the routine of things with no hurly-burly of
politics.  For anyane entering the Cham-
ber, olher than through a hy-election, the
atmosphere ix very different, Not that mem-
bhers were unfriendly to me; far from it,
But when a new member arrives here he
may want to vote one way but feels he
should vote in another way. It takes some
time for one to find one’s feet in these cir-
cumstances. T hope the new members will
not encunnter that trouble.

T am not going to make any apologies to
members for ealling Ffor a ballot fo cleet
standing committees Tor this Chamber. I
helieve in the secret hallot and while it is
within my power I will always ask for that
procedure to he adopted. I was rather sur-
prised at the Chief Secrctary—certainly out-
side this Chamber—making an attack on me
regarding the holding of a ballot, whieh, in
his opinion, was a waste of time. No doubt
we all waste time in various ways. As 1 said
before, while it is within my power T am
moing Lo exercise that right, regardless of
who i3 Chief Seeretary or Leader of this
House, so long as it is laid down in Stand-
ing Orders that a member has that right.

The first subjeet with which I wish to deal
i» workers’ compensation. T have a part-
eular reason for taking this course. When
one lovks at the Workers’ Compensation
Acet ane finds this long Title—

“An Act to amend the Law with respect
to Compensation to Waorkers for Injuries suf-
fe‘red in the course of their employment.
L]
-
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That sounds very well; very broad! Then
we come to the definition of ‘‘worker’’—

“‘Worker’? docs mot inciude amy person
whose remuneration exceeds five Luandred
pounds z year, or a person whose emp..yment
is of a casual nature and who is cuiployed
otherwise than for the purpose of the em-
ployer’s trade or husinesy, or a member of
the pulice foree, or an outworker, or u nicwmber
of the employer’s family dwelling in his
house . . . .

The point I wish to raise refors to the
words: “a member of the employer’s
family dwelling in his house.,”” T fail to
see why a member of the employer’s tamily,
simply because he lives in the same dwell-
ing, should be exempt from the bencfits of
worker’s compensation, and I refer particu-
larly to the furming community. I know
something about the eountry areas, and for
that reason I think I am entitled to speak.
[ fail to see why a member of the family
—a son, for example—is precluded fromn
enjoyving any benetits under the Workers”
Compensation Act,

During the war years, members will re-
call that old men, hoys and girls not eligible
for military service, wives of Servicemen,
all worked for the common need, the need
to produce. Yet every one of those people
was precloded from receiving any benefit
undor the Workers’ Compensation Aet.
Where are there greater producers than the
people an the land? If the son of an
emplover wishes to protect himself he has
to take out a personal insurance for sick-
ness and aceident, that is, if he works on
the property of his father and lives in his
dwelling. Tt the son lives in a shed a few
bundred yards from the house, he is then
cligihle for compensation. If he goes to
work on hisneighhour's farm, he is eligible
for compensntion. Tf he is employed by a
neighhour but still works on his father’s
property and lives in his father’s house,
he i< again eligible,

That is one of the anomalies we have to
remedy in the Aet today. It was not in-
tended to work in that way, When one
talks ahout the worker, it is rather interest-
ing to notice that the coalminers are ask-
ing far a shorter working week. This is
what the president of the Western District
hraneh of the Miners’ Federation of N 8.W.
(Mr. E. Mara) is reported to have said
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in a Sydney newspaper, dated the 22nd
July, 1948—
That a 35-hour week for miners would:—

Stop rising discontent among miners about
the reduetion of hours in other industries.

Increase production by reducing ab-
senteeism.

Bring greater stability to the industry.
Attract more men to the industry and pre-
vent the drift of miners from it.

Reduce the clement of danger in mining
becanse miners would be less fatigued after
a shorter working week,

For anyone to believe that statement and
think that a person can be sincere in mak-
ing those remarks concerning a 35-hour
week, is beyond my comprehension. I have
no objection to a man working a 35-hour
week o long as he produces in that week,
but today we sce men who are just killing
time during the normal working week and
who then go on time-and-a-half and double
time. That is the tronble. Until something
c¢an be done to make people work during
the hours they arve supposed to work, I am
afraid we are going to keep drifting and
drifting until we get in a backwash. We
are fast approaching that stage.

We are all living in a fool’s paradise.
Today ihe (God is sport. If one goes down
to the oval on any Saturday, one sees more
people watching the games than playing
them. T have no objection to sport within
reason but do objeet to its being looked
upon as a God. T believe there has been
some move to set up a Minister for Sport.
There are far more important things that
should veeeive attention today than to have
a Minister for Sport. Perbaps the Hon-
orary Minister wounld ecare to have that
portfolia, as it would he far betier than his
present one of Agriculture.

Hon. E. M. Davies:
trouble now.

Hon. A. .. LOTON: I want him to get
out of some of the trouble that he thinks
he is in: T do not say that he is in trouble.
The next matter concerns the Honorary
Minister for Agriculture dirvectly. Week
after week we see, as a result of the sales
throughout the country areas, and mote par-

He is in enoogh

ticularly at Midland Junetion, the number of

heifer ealves that are being slaughtered.
Early in July, on looking through one of
the **Farm Q(azettes,”’ T noted that over
50 heifer ealves were offered for sale. Most
of those would be slaughtered. I made it
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my husiness to institute inquiries and I
found that in 1919 an Act was passed to
prevent the slaughtering of female ealves.
Section 4 states—

No person shall, within any distriet,

slaughter any female calf under the age of
six months, without having first obtained the
written permission of the Chief Inspector so
to do. Penalty: £10.
I know that that has not been enforced im
my rrea. It the practice is allowed to con-
tinue with the attractive prices for veal fo-
day, we shall find, in a very short time, that
as a result of death through old age or
slanghtering, there will be no cows. 1 hope
the Minister will do what he ean, with regard
to this matter. I know that in certain cases
it is not possible to keep the heifer calves.
A man might get outside the ordinary ratio
of one and one. The objective is to get the
bull ealves up to a certain stage, then sell
them off and keep the heifers. Today how-
ever, the attraetive price for veal is the
cause of so much slaughtering., Some of the
calves are just hit on the head at birth and
nsad as pigfeed, whilst others are reared
until they are fit to seill as vealers on the
market.

The Honorary Minister: Do you ever sell
ewe lambs to the butcher?

Hon. A, L. LOTON:
Ilonarary Minister.

The Honorary Minister: Why not make it
applicable to pigs also?

Hen, A. L, LOTON: I am referring to
the restriction on the slaughtering of ealves.
No doubt the Ministey would also make this
apply to pigs. There was one matter men-
tioned on the opening day that I would like
to bring before the House.  Sitting in my
seat, I glanced up at the public gallery and
noticed an ex-Premier, Hon. J. . Willeock.
I co think it would be an excellent idea to
give any ex-Premier the chance of having a
seat on the floor of the House, 1Tt is a
couriesy that we eould extend to ex-Premiers
and it would certainly be a commendable
gesture on future occasiong,

Thern has been some talk of altering the
conditions under which hooks may be taken
from the parliamentary library. 1 do not
favour the adoption of more stringent regu-
lations, particularly as applying to eountry
members, who like to take out three or four
books at a time and are not always in a
position to refurn them within the period

Yes, so has the
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allowed. If g librarian were appointed, 1
am afraid that the library arrangements
would not work as smoothly as they do at
present,  Whenever the Clerk of the As-
sembly, Mr, Islip, has been asked to secure
a certain book, he has always done so if the
book was available, and this procedure bas
been satisfactory.

One matter that has been exercising the
minds of eountry members sineg last session
is that of water supplies for rural distriets.
Lasi year we passed, with very liitle debate,
a Bil] to provide the Great Southern towns
in particular with an adequate supply of
potabla water from Wellington Dam. 8o
far, little progress has heen made with the
secheme. At p meeting held during the last
fortnight, the responsible Minister stated
that the agreement had not vet been ratified
hy the Commonwealth. If that is so, the
announcement is rather alarming, and with-
in the next few days I shall submit a ques-
tion seeking information so that we shall
know what the actual position is.

Meetings have been held throughout the
country and the plea offered has been that
a supply of pipes is not available. Yot at
Mt. Yokine, in the metropolitan area, a
reservoir ix being built with a eapacity, 1
helieve, of 15,000,000 gallons to provide
water {or the people in that area. T suppose
that when the Great Southern was first set-
tled, Mt Yokine did not have a solitary set-
tler. Yot the peaple of the Great Southern,
after waiting for many years, are still with-
out a supply of water, while Mt. Yokine,
through pleas and pressure, has been given
pretference.  Pipes seem to he available and,
if mot pipes, other material s, and vet
people in the eonntry are put off with sob
stufl about material and manpower not he-
ing available.

I trust that before the end of 1949, when
the present Government will have (o faee
the electors, n flat yate will have been adopt-
ed for hoth woter and electrie current. There
are memwhers in this Chamber who voted
against a flat rate for eleetrieity, but if we
could only have a division on the question
today, the result might be different, Last
session, pages of reculations promulgated
bv the Eleetricity TDepartment under the
Electricity Act were tabled, These regula-
tions were quite voluminouns, They consisted
of nine parts, as follows:—Part T, defini-
tions; Part II, electrical workers; Part IIJ,

cinematograph operators; Part IV, radio
workers; Part V, electrieal contractor’s
licensing; Part VI, general regulations;
Part VII, penalties; Part VIII, supply
authority service regulations; Part IX,
overhead wiring workers—in all, 319 regu-
lations, With sueh a mass of restrictions,
it ig difficult for John Citizen to find out
where he stands. .

Hon. A, Thomson: He docs not stand at
all.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: That is so. Un-
fortunately, these regulations seem to have
been drawn up mainly with the idea of
establishing a very close preserve for those
who are already in the industry as employ-
ers or workers. If any legislation ever
introduced were designed to bring about
socialisation, I believe this is it. Last ses-
ston, this House disallowed some of the
regulations, and they have again been pre-
sented in amended form, but amended only
to the extent of inserting one word in one
paragraph or deleting one word from an-
other paragraph. I hope that further action
will be taken in the matter of these regula-
tions. ‘Certainly, more reasen should he
brought to bear in considering the eondi-
tions governing radio workers.

I congratulate the Government on its
endeavour to retain the woollen mills in
operation at Albany. Quite recently the
Government undertook to make a conees-
sional grant to the municipal ecounecil of
Albany so that power might be supplied to
the mills at a cheaper rate, The mills have
had an uphill struggle and it was suggested
that some seetions should be transferred to
Fremantle where cheaper current would be
availahle, The Governmeni has shown con-
stdernble foresizht in granting this aid,
whirh has delayed, perhaps for all time, the
transfer of these mills.

Hon. (G, Fraser: Not “perhaps.” They

are coming,

Hon. A. L, LOTON: I said that this aid
‘had delayed the transfer of the mills for
the present, or perhaps for gl time. I can
auite understand the hon, memher’s desire
to see them transferred to Fremantle.

Hon, G. Fraser: I do not eare whether
they are or not.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: The Government is
to be commended for the aetion it has taken.
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Hon. A. Thomson: It is really subsidis-
ing a country industry—something that
should have been done long ago.

Hon. A, L. LOTON: Yes, we have had
to wait for a Liberai-C.D.L. Party Govern-
ment to show such foresight.

Hon, G. Fraser: Why not get 2 few more
industries down there?

Hon. A. L. LOTON: 1t is better to make
progress slowly than to make no progress at
all. Another pleasing feature is the ingugu-
ration of the Government scheme of land
settlement sonth of Mt Barker., That area
contains a huge tract of country with an
assured rainfall and close to an excellent
port. Nature has certainly been very kind
to that part of the State. Last year, when
consideration was being given to the ques-
tion of clearing this country by means of
bulldozers, it was revealed that only a little
more than 7 per cent. of the land in the
PPlantagenet Road Board area had been
cleared. Thus members will realisc what a
hnge avea is still available for development.

Hon. A, Thomson: And for
production,

inereased

Hon, A. L. LOTOX: That is so. T believe
that soil analyses will he made almost im-
mediately, and if they prove o be satis-
factory-—-and I see no reason why they
shonld noi—the scheme eould be got under
way in a very short time. According to the
newspaper yesterday, the Premier has
approached the Prime Minister for the
allocation of additional bulldozers for this
work. Bulldozers are essential for develop-
wental work. We cannot expect men to
=0 into thal class of counitry and undertake
clearing with axe and mattock. This new
method of eclearing has revolutionised the
outlook for that land, land that in years
gone by was declared to be unsuitable for
settlement owing to the tremendous human
effort required to clear it. Under present-
day methods, such land can be brought into
prodection in the spnce of two or three
vears., Dams are also sunk by the same
method.

If we can only get the right type of
settler to take up that land, we should have
a very flourishing industry in the space of
a few years, When I mention the “right
type of settler,’”” I have in mind the type
that is being brought to this country at
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present. It is astonishing that the State
Government, which has to acecept the bulk
of the responsibility in the matter, should
have little or no choice in the selection of
the migrants,

Hon. A. Thomson: The State Government
has no say at all.

Hon. A. I.. LOTON: That is so. If there
is a change of Government in the Federal
sphere after the next elections, perhaps
the State will be given a greater say.

Hon. E, M. Davies: Where will you get
the right type of migrant?

Hon, A. L. LOTON: The conditions here
are attractive, and migrants will come as
soon a3 we can guarantee them homes to
live in.

Hon. E, M. Davies: You have said it!

Hon, A, L. LOTON: There is sufficient
timber on the area to build all the homes
that would be nceded. It is a matter of
getting suitable people who will not ezpeet
to confine their work to 30 hours a week.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Personal Erplanation,

Hon. A. L. Loton: I feel that T should
muke an apology to members for something
I said, perhaps in the heat of the moment,
when 1 first starled my speech. I make
reference to what I said about the Chief
Becretary and what oceurred outside this
Chamber. I did resent at the time what
was said, but I tender my apology to the
Minister and hope he will aceept it in all
good faith. I hope members of this Cham-
ber will also accept my apalogy.

The Chief Secretary: Mr. President—

The President: Will Mr. Loton plellse
resume his seat?

The Chief Seceretary: T fake it, Sir, that
there is no oceasion for an apology t¢ my-
self but to the House for the repetition of
something which was said in the precinets
of the House.

Hon. A. L. Loton: T apologise to the
Minister because it was on him that I made
the attack, and I apologise to members for
breaching one of the privileges of the
House. I make a full apology, and ask
members to accept if.
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Debate Resumed.

The PRESIDENT : The hon. member may
proceed.

Hon. A, L. LOTON: Another matter
about which I would like to speak and which
I think concerns every member of this
Chamber, and perhaps everyonme in the
State, is the supply of superphosphate to
rural areas, During the last two seasons,
Nature has been very kind to us in the
matter of rainfall and we have not had
an early season, which would have brought
about a complete hold-up of super supplies.
The railways are deteriorating in their
capacity to haul super. On the other hand
there will be a keen demand for the super
that is going to be available.

As a matter of fact, I expect that be-
tween J70,0 tons and 380,000 tons will be
required in the rural areas; and since rail-
way rollingstoek has deteriorated, I am
wondering what will be the position if the
season breaks early—and we are just about
due for an early break, probably about
April. We might be placed in a very pecu-
liar position with regard to supplies. Dur-
ing the lnst two years voad transport has
been helpful to a considerable degree, but
that cannot continue for all time because
of the eondition of the roads—particularly
between Perth and York—which have been
cut about by heavy motor transport. When
such transport gets on to the gravel roads,
the conditions are even worse. 1 kuow that
a proposal has been made that the delivery
of super shall be spread over a longer
peried this year. T think all farmers are
supposed to lodme their orders some time
in the current month, about the 23rd or the
253th August.

The 1limorary Minister: The 31st August.

Hon, A, L. LOTON: Then alloeations
will he mule nn a perecntage basis, Farmers
with a hie delivery last year will have to
take 73 per eeni. of their delivery before
Christmas, I think that is the proposal.
Tiwme is passing and up to date very little
publicity has heen egiven to the desire of
the (iovermment to bave that super ordered
early. T am afraid that a worse condition
will prevail next year than has obtained in
the Iast two vears. We do not want that
to oecur, and T think that publicity should
be piven to the matter. The super manu-
facturers should be approached to ensure
that immediate delivery will be given and

steps should be taken to see that when
trucks go out to the country areas, they
are unloaded at once and returned to the
works.

The Honorary Minister:
on the farmers.

Hon, A, L. LOTON: Yes, to a great
degree; but last year a ot of trucks lay in
small, unattended sidings for a week at
a time. It was not possible to bring back
loads of coal, and trucks were left behind
in a few cases for a week. That must not
be allowed to recur. Another urgent mat-
ter is one about which Dr. Hislop gave us
such a fine address. I refer to the position
of country hospitals. His idea of securing
trainee nurses at an earlier age is a very
worthy one; and if that could be achieved,
the shortage of nurses would be overcome
in a very short time. It has been unfortu-
nate that girls, before they could start
their training as norses, have taken on, as
a relief measure, some other occupation;
when the time for their entering hospitals
for training has come, they have decided to
Temain where they were. Dr. Hislop's pro-
posal should overcome that. I have pleasure
in supporting the motion.

On mation by Hon, H. Hearn, debate ad-
Journed,

That depends

House adjourned at 7.37 pm.

Yeqislutive Assembly.
Tuesday, 10th Awogust, 1948.
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